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EFFECTS OF Mo, Zn, Sr AND Ba LOADS ON THESE
ELEMENTS' UPTAKE AND OIL CONTENT AND FATTY

ACID COMPOSITION OF RAPESEED

ABSTRACT: Studied in the present paper were the long-term effects of the applica-
tion of high Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba rates (0, 90, 270, and 810 kg ha—1) on rapeseed oil content
and oil fatty acid composition. The trace elements were applied in the spring of 1991, while
the rapeseed was sown on a calcareous chernozem soil in 2001. The trace elements differed
significantly in their rates of accumulation in rapeseed plants. Relative to the control, the
Mo content of the stem increased up to 1,000 times, that of the chaff over 100 times, and
that of the seed around 60 times. The levels of the other trace elements increased consider-
ably less relative to the control. The increases were typically twofold to threefold, depend-
ing on the plant part involved. The trace elements accumulated the most in the vegetative
plant parts, except for Zn, a major quantity of which was found in the seed as well. The ap-
plication of the high rates of Sr, Zn and, to an extent, Mo reduced the seed oil content of
rapeseed. However, the differences were not statistically significant. The application of the
trace elements had no significant effect on the fatty acid composition of the rapeseed oil, ei-
ther. The increased levels of the trace elements found in the rapeseed plants indicate that 11
years after application significant amounts of the applied elements are still present in the
soil in a form available to plants. However, the rates were not high enough to affect the
synthesis of oil and its fatty acid composition.

KEY WORDS: Mo, Zn, Sr, Ba — loads, rapeseed, oil content, fatty acids

INTRODUCTION

Rapeseed (Brassica napus L. ssp. oleifera) is a highly productive oil
crop. Brassica species constitute the world's third most important source of ve-
getable oil at present. The nutritive value, oxidative stability and melting point
of vegetable oils depend on their levels of certain fatty acids (B e a r e - R o -
g e r s, 1988; G a l l i a r d, 1980). Oil content and fatty acid composition are
quantitative traits of a plant. They are most often inherited intermediately and
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they are controlled by minor genes. Plants' quantitative traits can be affected
by numerous external factors. The environmental factor with the largest effect
on fatty acid content is temperature during seed development (B e r i n g e r,
1971; P l e i n e s and F r i e d t, 1988). Other factors found to have an effect
on this trait include light (T r é m o l i é r e s et al., 1982), oxygen concentra-
tion in the atmosphere (D o m p e r t, 1976), frost damage (D a u n et al.,
1985), and agronomic practices (M a y et al., 1994).

The objective of this study was to determine how high rates of Mo, Zn,
Sr and Ba — trace elements having different physical-chemical properties and
physiological and environmental importance — affect the oil content and fatty
acid composition of rapeseed. Zn and Mo are biogenic, transition elements,
and, like all heavy metals, they are toxic at higher concentrations, which me-
ans they are potential environmental pollutants (K i e k e n s, 1990; J o n e s et
al., 1990). Sr and Ba are not biogenic elements, they belong in the group of
alkaline earth metals and have no major environmental impact. In addition,
these elements differ significantly when it comes to the intensity of their accu-
mulation and distribution in plants (M a r s c h n e r, 1995).

Knowing how excess concentrations of heavy metals affect the chemical
composition of vegetable oils is particularly important not only from the aca-
demic standpoint but also from the point of view of actual agronomic practice
and the production of biologically valuable food. Knowledge of the effects of
environmental factors on the levels and composition of vegetable oils is also
necessary for the design of informative genetic experiments as well as for the
correct interpretation of the results of such experiments.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Plant Material and Treatments

A small-plot field experiment was set up in the spring of 1991 on the
loamy-textured calcareous chernozem soil formed on loess at the Nagyhõrcsõk
Experimental Station of the Research Institute for Soil Science and Agricultu-
ral Chemistry of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, to investigate
the effect of high trace element rates. The plowed layer of the growing site
contained approximately 5% CaCO3 and 3% humus, was satisfactorily sup-
plied with available Ca, Mg, Md and Cu, moderately supplied with N and K,
and poorly supplied with P and Zn. The groundwater was at a depth of 15 m
and the area had a negative water balance tending toward drought. Salts of the
13 trace elements examined were each applied at four levels in the spring of
1991 prior to maize sowing. In 2001, the winter oilseed rape variety Doublal
was sown. The trace element levels were 0, 90, 270 and 810 kg ha—1. Studied
in the present paper were only the effects of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba. These ele-
ments were applied as (NH4)6MO7024, ZnSO4, SrSO4, and BaCl2, respectively.
All the plots received basic fertilization with 100 kg ha—1 each of N, P2O5 and
K2O in the form of ammonium nitrate, superphosphate and potassium chloride,
respectively.
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Plant Analysis

Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba levels were determined separately in the seed, stem
(stem plus leaves) and chaff. After breaking down the plant materials with cc
HNO3 + cc H2O2, the levels were determined using the ICP technique. The to-
tal seed oil content was determined by extraction using petroleum ether accor-
ding to Soxhlet. In order to analyze the fatty acid composition, the oil was ex-
tracted by a hydraulic press, after which the preparation of fatty acid methyl
esters of the oil was carried out using trimethyl sulfonium hydroxide according
to B u t t e (1983). The qualitative and quantitative compositions of the mix-
ture of fatty acid methyl esters were determined by gas chromatography with
a flame-ionizing detector (HP 5890 with FID) and a capillary column (HP-
-INNOWax cat. No 19091N-133). The results were statistically processed by
calculating the least significant difference.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba Contents, Accumulation and Distribution

Plants differ in their capacity for the uptake, accumulation, translocation
and use of different mineral elements. Among the trace elements studied, Mo
in particular has an especially high accumulation rate. The results shown in
Table 1 support this. The Mo content in the stem increased over 1,000 times
relative to the check treatment, in the chaff over 100 times, and in the seed
about 60 times. A significant characteristic of plant nutrition with Mo is a
wide variation between the critical deficiency and toxicity levels. These levels
may differ by a factor of up to 104 (M a r s c h n e r, 1995). Molybdenum con-
tents above 5—10 mg kg—1 dry wt are considered critical for humans and her-
bivorous animals. Values obtained in the present study significantly exceeded
this threshold value. The levels of the other trace elements — Zn, Sr and Ba
— increased to a considerably smaller extent as a result of their application, in
most cases as little as two to three times, depending on the plant part involved.
The zinc content of the vegetative plant parts was low, which may have been
due to the low level of available zinc in the soil. Despite the fact that the mo-
bility of Zn in plants is not large (M e n g e l and K i r k b y, 1987), the seed
Zn content was considerably higher than the Zn content of the vegetative plant
parts. Strontium is not an essential element for plants, and it is not considered
to be particularly toxic, either. Still, the uptake, distribution and accumulation
of Sr in plants is extremely important in the soil-plant-human system. This
problem has gained weight since the Chernobyl accident in 1986. In this con-
nection, it is important to know the effects of single factors on Sr accumula-
tion in plants. Agroecological factors have relatively little effect on the Sr con-
tent of rapeseed and wheat (H a n e k l a u s, 1989). This is partly supported by
the results of the present study too. Sr levels increased to about the same ex-
tent relative to the control in all rapeseed plant parts under study. The mea-
sured levels were quite below the toxicity threshold for plants (500 mg kg—1)
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and were also lower than the toxic concentration for food, especially in the
seed (150 mg kg—1) (P a i s, 1980). Similar Sr levels in rapeseed are reported
by H a n e k l a u s (1989). Similarly to Sr, the Ba content in our study increa-
sed to aproximately the same extent relative to the check treatment in all the
rapeseed plant parts under investigation. Plant Ba levels vary across a wide
range and this element is considered to be more toxic to plants than Sr
( S c h a r r e r, 1955).

Table 1. Effect of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba loads on their levels in rapeseed

Plant part
Rate (kg � ha—1)*

LSD 5%
0 90 270 810

Mo content (mg Mo � kg—1 DM)

Stem 0.1 73 144 137 42

Chaff 0.5 78 164 266 48

Seed 0.5 6 13 29 3

Zn content (mg Zn � kg—1 DM)

Stem 3.5 8.0 9.6 13.0 1.2

Chaff 5.0 8.2 7.3 10.5 1.4

Seed 32.0 41.0 45.0 49.0 6.0

Sr content (mg Sr � kg—1 DM)

Stem 58 56 72 94 6

Chaff 88 99 124 211 10

Seed 16 22 19 32 4

Ba content (mg Ba � kg—1 DM)

Stem 6.0 7.0 11.8 20.1 2.7

Chaff 6.1 7.0 9.3 19.4 2.4

Seed 1.8 2.7 3.0 3.9 1.3

* The trace elements were incorporated into the soil 11 years before.

In some studies involving other crop species that had been carried out in
previous years in the same trial as our experiment, the trace elements concer-
ned were found to have similar effects on their levels in plants. In those studi-
es, too, there was a particularly large increase of Mo levels resulting from this
element's application in the trial (K á d á r and P r o k i s c h, 2000b; K á d á r
et al., 2000a; K á d á r et al., 2000c, K á d á r 2001).

The accumulation of the trace elements involved in our study varied (Fig-
ure 1). In relation to the check, Mo accumulated the most as a result of the
treatment, followed by Ba, Zn, and, lastly, Sr. In the check treatment, it was
Sr that accumulated the most, followed by Zn, Ba, and Mo. Rapeseed's great
capacity for Sr accumulation was also confirmed by H a n e k l a u s (1989),
who reported that the Sr content of rapeseed leaves was six times larger than
that of wheat leaves.

The large accumulation of the trace elements indicates that 10 years after
application the soil still contained a significant amount of them in the form
available to plants. Results of the 2000 soil analysis showed that the topsoil
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Figure 1. Accumulation of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba in harvest unit of 100 kg grains and
corresponding quantities of straw in rape. Analyses were done on plants grown
on the soil loaded eleven years before with 0 ( , control), 90 ( ), 270 ( )

and 810 ( ) kg of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba per ha, respectively.

Figure 2. Distribution of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba in stem (A), chaff (B) and seed (C)
of rape (in % of total content). Analyses were done on plants grown on the soil

loaded eleven years before with 0 ( , control), 90 ( ), 270 ( )
and 810 ( ) kg of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba per ha, respectively.



had 4—5% of Mo, 42—50% of Zn, 28—30% of Sr and 15—20% of Ba in a
readily soluble form (extracted by NH4-acetate + EDTA).

In rapeseed, storage lipids are synthesized in the seed tissue during sedd
development. The accumulation of the trace elements and their overall distri-
bution across the plant could therefore be of importance from the point of
view of oil content and the oil's fatty acid composition (Figure 2).

The distribution of individual elements in plants is specific and dependant
on numerous biotic and abiotic factors. The seed can be very rich in Mo (R e -
b a f k a, 1993). In the control treatment, around 20% of the total accumulated
Mo were located in the seeds. The application of Mo led primarily to its accu-
mulation in the stem. Of all four elements, it was zinc that accumulated the
most in the seeds. Similar to what happened with Mo, the application of zinc
increased the zinc level in the stem. Strontium accumulated the most in the
stem, followed by chaff and, finally, the seeds. Similar distribution has been
reported in wheat as well (K a s t o r i et al., 1992; L á s z t i t y, 1996). The
application of Sr and Ba had no effect on their distribution, since their presen-
ce increased uniformly in the rapeseed parts concerned. Of the four elements,
Ba accumulated the most in the stem, while only a small amount of it (only
3% of the total amount accumulated) was found in the seeds.

The uneven accumulation of the trace elements in the seed suggests that
these elements potentially pose varying degrees of danger when it comes to
their entry into the food chain. In this connection, a question also arises of the
extent to which these trace elements actually end up in the products of rape-
seed processing.

Oil content and its fatty acid composition

The oil content and its fatty acid composition both change in the course
of plant growth and development and plant aging. Genetic, biotic and environ-
mental factors play an important role in these changes. Environmental factors
can affect plant lipid metabolism in several ways. They can cause changes
of adaptive nature (nonhereditary variability) and stress-induced degenerative
changes and affect biochemical processes that are not directly related to lipid
metabolism (N y i t r i, 1998). High concentrations of trace elements, especially
heavy metals, may induce stress in the plant and affect plant metabolism and
plant physiological processes (K a b a t a - P e n d i a s and P e n d i a s, 1984).
It is therefore reasonable to expect that their excessive accumulation in the
plant, especially the seeds, will cause changes in lipid metabolism and hence
affect the seed oil content and its fatty acid composition.

Among the environmental factors, there has been relatively little study of
the effects of mineral nutrition, particularly trace elements, on the levels and
chemical composition of vegetable oils (Y e r m a n o s et al., 1964).

Most of the studies concern the effects of nitrogen, whose application
most often reduces the oil content (D y b i n g, 1964; Y e r m a n o s et al.,
1964). In B e r i n g e r (1966), the application of nitrogen reduced the oil
content of oat grains to a negligible extent and practically had no effect on the
oil's fatty acid composition. According to K á d á r (2001), increasing nitro-
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gen rates decreased the oil content of poppyseed, while increased phosphorus
supply had no effect on this trait, although it reduced the oleic and linolenic
acid contents and increased the linoleic acid level. S z i r t e s and L u k á c s
(1980) reported that the foliar application of Mn, Cu and Zn had no major im-
pact on the oil content of sunflower seeds. As for the effect of these elements
on the oil's fatty acid composition, there was an increase in the linoleic acid
content and a drop in the oleic acid one. In the absence of nutrient deficienci-
es, foliar applications of iron chelates did not affect the safflower and flax oil
contents of seed and the iodine value of oil (Y e r m a n o s et al., 1964).

Table 2. Effect of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba loads on oil content of rapeseed (%)

Element
Rate (kg � ha–1)*

LSD 5%
Ø 90 270 810

Mo 43.15 42.15 41.65 42.53 4.07

Zn 43.11 43.16 43.72 41.91 4.81

Sr 43.75 43.16 43.76 42.13 2.34

Ba 43.75 44.58 44.29 45.00 4.89

* The trace elements were incorporated into the soil 11 years before.

Table 3. Effect of Mo, Zn, Sr and Ba loads on the fatty acid composition of rapeseed oil (%)

Treatment*
(kg ha–1)

Palmitic
acid

Stearic
acid

Oleic
acid

Linoleic
acid

Linolenic
acid

Eicosenic
acid

16:0 18:0 18:1 18:2 18:3 20:1

Mo Ø 3.89 2.04 65.17 17.25 10.02 1.50

Mo 90 3.81 1.99 65.99 16.76 10.12 1.44

Mo 270 3.87 2.01 66.20 17.06 9.85 1.42

Mo 810 3.86 2.01 66.05 16.92 9.80 1.46

LSD 5% 0.09 0.55 1.95 1.74 0.41 0.13

Zn Ø 3.85 2.06 66.89 16.80 9.65 1.46

Zn 90 3.93 2.03 66.25 16.79 6.46 1.43

Zn 270 3.80 2.07 67.08 16.57 9.36 1.45

Zn 810 3.89 2.07 66.87 16.56 9.17 1.45

LSD 5% 0.14 0.09 1.20 0.38 0.50 0.13

Sr Ø 3.86 2.10 66.92 17.02 9.84 1.44

Sr 90 3.96 2.14 67.35 16.37 9.40 1.42

Sr 270 4.07 2.07 66.78 16.35 9.27 1.40

Sr 810 3.93 2.06 66.15 17.04 9.31 1.42

LSD 5% 0.22 0.12 1.53 0.70 0.63 0.06

Ba Ø 3.86 2.06 66.32 17.02 9.82 1.45

Ba 90 3.90 2.06 65.29 17.35 9.53 1.42

Ba 270 4.01 2.07 66.83 16.45 9.35 1.40

Ba 810 4.04 2.06 66.65 16.42 9.41 1.41

LSD 5% 0.19 0.11 2.27 0.93 0.89 0.13

* The trace elements were incorporated into the soil 11 years before.

11



The application of high rates of Sr, Zn and, to an extent, Mo reduced the
seed oil content of rapeseed (Table 2). However, the differences were not sta-
tistically significant. The application of these trace elements had no significant
effect on the fatty acid composition of the rapeseed oil, either (Table 3). The
accumulation of the trace elements in plants indicates that 10 years after appli-
cation significant amounts of them are still present in the soil in the form avai-
lable to plants. However, the rates were not high enough to affect plant metab-
olism and hence plant growth and development itself. This is supported by the
fact that there were no significant differences between the yields in the trial
treatments and those in the check treatment. The application of high Mo, Zn,
Sr and Ba rates had no significant effect on the oil content of rapeseed and its
fatty acid composition, in spite of the significant accumulation of these ele-
ments in the plant.
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UTICAJ PRIMENE VISOKIH DOZA Mo, Zn, Sr i Ba NA WIHOVO
USVAJAWE, SADRŸAJ UQA I SASTAV MASNIH KISELINA U
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Rezime

Uqana repica je visoko produktivna uqana biqka i po znaåaju je treãa u
svetu. U radu je ispitan uticaj produÿenog dejstva primene visokih doza Mo,
Zn, Sr i Ba (0, 90, 270 i 810 kg/ha) na sadrÿaj uqa i sastav masnih kiselina u
semenu uqane repice. Mikroelementi su primeweni 1991. godine. Ogled je iz-
veden na zemqištu tipa åernozema, na oglednom poqu Instituta za zemqište i
agrohemiju Maðarske akademije nauka. Primeweni mikroelementi su se u razli-
åitoj meri nakupqali u uqanoj repici. Najveãe je bilo nakupqawe Mo. Visoke
doze Sr, Zn i donekle Mo smawile su sadrÿaj uqa u semenu uqane repice. Nasta-
le razlike u odnosu na kontrolu u sadrÿaju uqa i sastavu masnih kiselina uqa
nisu bile signifikantne. Dobijeni rezultati ukazuju da 11 godina posle prime-
ne visokih doza Mo, Zn, Sr i Ba na zemqištu tipa åernozema još uvek znaåajna
koliåina ostane u pristupaånom obliku za biqke. Na to ukazuje wihovo veliko
nakupqawe u biqkama. Pored toga, nije došlo do znaåajnije promene u sadrÿaju
uqa i sastavu masnih kiselina i semenu uqane repice.
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EFFECT OF Cd ON CONTENT AND DISTRIBUTION
OF SOME MACRO- AND MICRONUTRIENTS

IN PEA PLANTS DIFFERING IN AGE

ABSTRACT: Contents and distribution of N, K, Mg, Cu, Mn and Zn in pea plants
treated with Cd at different age was investigated. Plants were treated with 10—7 or 10—5 M
Cd for 48h 25th or 63rd days after seed germination. Results showed that more Cd was ac-
cumulated in plants treated with Cd at latter stages of growth and development. Treatments
with both concentration of Cd caused accumulation of Cd in roots. Contents and distribu-
tion of the investigated macro- and micronutrients depended on Cd concentration and plant
age.

KEY WORDS: pea, cadmium, plant age, macronutrients, micronutrients

INTRODUCTION

Heavy metals (HM) present in nutrient solution can inhibit or enhance the
uptake of mineral nutrients by plants (S e l a et al., 1988). The effect of HM is
based on the antagonism or synergism of mineral elements (M o r g h a n,
1993). During uptake, structure and function of root cell membranes may be
affected by HM present in nutrient solution. It is shown that the selectivity of
cell membranes was reduced a few minutes after the exposure of plants to HM
(P a n d o l f i n i et al., 1992). Also, contact with HM causes depolarization of
cell membranes (C o s t a and M o r e l, 1994) and selectivity reduction of ion
translators (D e V o s et al., 1991).

HM could affect the uptake, transport (H a r t et al., 1998) and distribu-
tion (H e r n á n d e z et al., 1996a) of mineral nutrients in plants. The effect of
HM depends on the element (P e t r o v i ã et al., 1996), plant species (O b a -
t a and U m e b a y a s h i, 1997) and the length of treatment (H e r n á n d e z
et al., 1996b).
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Cadmium (Cd) toxicity is also associated with the uptake and transloca-
tion of mineral nutrients. For example, leaf chlorosis observed in Cd presence
is related to the deficiency of Fe (R o o t et al., 1975; F o y et al., 1978) or
Zn (T u r n e r, 1973). Cd present in nutrient solution can affect the uptakes of
Zn, Fe, Cu and Mn acting as an antagonist (R o o t et al., 1975, K e c k, 1978,
W o n g et al., 1984, B j e r r e and S c h i e r u p, 1985) and/or synergist
( T u r n e r, 1973, K h a n and K h a n, 1983, W o n g et al., 1984, V a s -
q u e z et al., 1989). However, opposite results of Cd effect on uptake of min-
eral nutrients have also been reported. For example, according to W a l l a c e
et al. (1980) and S e l a et al. (1988), Cd present in nutrient solution increased
Fe content, while K h a n and K h a n (1983) and B j e r e and S c h i e r u p
(1985) noted the decrease of Fe content in treated plants. Therefore, the aim
of this study was to investigate whether the age of pea plants plays a role in
the effect of Cd on the content and distribution of some macro- and micronut-
rients.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The trials with the pea cultivar „Jezero" were conducted in a greenhouse
under semi-controlled conditions. The seeds were germinated in vermiculite in
a thermostat at 25°C. After germination, young plants were transferred to 2 l
pots containing a nutrient solution of the following composition: (mM) 2.5
Ca(NO3)2; 2.5 KNO3; 1.0 KH2PO4; 1.0 MgSO4 x 7H2O; and (mM) 23.1 B; 4.6
Mn; 0.38 Zn; 0.16 Cu; 0.052 Mo and 8.59 Fe as Fe-Na-EDTA.

Two different Cd concentrations, 10—7 and 10—5 M, and their effect on
plants differing in age were investigated. The first group of plants was treated
on the 25th day after germination and the second group was treated on the 63rd

day with 10—7 or 10—5 M Cd for 48 hrs. Cd was applied as CdCl2.
During the 48-hr treatment, the nutrient solution of the control plants was

replaced with deionized water. After treatment, plants were harvested and sep-
arated into roots and aboveground parts.

Dry weight (DW) of individual organs was determined after drying at
60°C to a constant mass. Content of N in plants was determined according to
Kjeldahl method, while the contents of K, Mg, Cu, Mn, Zn and Cd were mea-
sured after dry ashing at 450°C, by AAS using Varian SpectrAA 10.

The results were statistically processed by the analysis of variance. Diffe-
rences between the treatments were calculated using Duncan's multiple range
test.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Cadmium content

The increased Cd concentration caused greater Cd accumulation in roots
and aboveground parts of pea plants. Regardless of its concentration in the so-
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lution and plant age, Cd tended to accumulate in roots and this could be a pat-
tern of protection of the aboveground parts. Cd treatment on the 63rd day cau-
sed an increased accumulation of Cd as compared with the treatment on the
25th day. Difference in Cd contents between the plants treated with Cd on the
25th and those treated on the 63rd day showed that the Cd content was age-de-
pendent (Figure 1). These results are in accordance with the findings of P e -
t r o v i ã et al. (1999), which showed an increase in Cd content in plants in
response to the increases of Cd concentration in nutrient solutions and plant
age.

Effect of Cd on distribution of N, K and Mg

Increased Cd concentrations in nutrient solution decreased the contents of
N, K and Mg in the aboveground parts regardless of the day of plant treatment
(Figure 2). Decreased levels of K in consequence to Cd treatment have also
been observed in wheat (T r i v e d i and E r d e i, 1992), cucumber (B u r -
z y n s k y, 1998) and corn plants (W a l k e r et al., 1977). K content decrea-
sed only in the aboveground parts. High levels of Cd in Cd-sensitive plants
can damage root cell membranes causing decreases of water and K uptake or
even a release of K from the root. Damage of cell membranes also means that
proteins like H+-ATP-ase are losing their function (O b a t a et al., 1996). The-
re is a possibility that, following the same pattern, K+ transport proteins also
may lose their function.

The contents of the investigated macronutrients in roots depended of
plant age. The treatment with Cd on the 25th day decreased K and Mg contents
while the treatment on the 63rd day increased N, K and Mg contents in roots.
As a consequence of Cd treatment, the content of all investigated macronutri-
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Figure 1. Cd content in roots and aboveground parts of pea plants differing
in age after treatment with Cd. A — treatment on the 25th day after seed germination,

B — treatment on the 63rd day after seed germination, — Duncan's test 5%
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Figure 2. Effect of Cd on the N, K and Mg contents in roots and aboveground parts
of pea plants differing in age. A — treatment on the 25th day after seed germination,

B — treatment on the 63rd day after seed germination, — Duncan's test 5%



ents decreased in the above-round parts of plants, regardless of plant age. The
treatment on the 25th day did not change the content of N neither in roots nor
in the aboveground parts (Figure 2).

Treatment with Cd affected the distribution of macronutrients between the
aboveground parts and roots. The most significant effect on N distribution was
caused by the higher Cd concentration and its application on the 63rd day.
With the increase of Cd concentration in the nutrient solution, K and Mg ten-
ded to accumulate in roots regardless of plant age (Table 1). Also, the treat-
ment of young corn plants with Cd has increased the Mg concentration in tis-
sues (N a s c i m e n t o et al., 1998).

Table 1. Effect of Cd on the aboveground/root content of N, K and Mg in pea plants differing in age

Cd (M) N K Mg

Treatment on the 25th day after seed germination

0 4.44 3.03 4.30

10—7 4.66 2.86 3.86

10—5 4.30 2.57 3.04

Treatment on the 63rd day after seed germination

0 10.37 15.96 17.21

10—7 9.00 9.71 13.49

10—5 6.62 10.63 12.61

Effect of Cd on distribution of Cu, Mn and Zn

Cd treatment on the 25th day after germination lowered the contents of all
investigated micronutrients in the aboveground parts and the Mn content in ro-
ots of the tested pea plants. The same treatment did not significantly alter the
contents of Cu and Zn in roots. Cd treatment on the 63rd day after germination
lowered the Mn content in roots while its content in the aboveground parts
was not changed significantly. The Zn content decreased in roots and above-
ground parts in consequence to Cd treatment on the 63rd day. The treatment on
the 63rd day with the lower Cd concentration increased, while the higher Cd
concentration decreased, the content of Cu in the aboveground parts. As in the
aboveground parts, a more significant increase of Cu content in roots was ob-
served in plants treated on 63rd day with the lower Cd concentration (Figure 3).

Distribution of the investigated micronutrients depended on Cd concentra-
tion and plant age. The treatment on the 25th day decreased the Cu transport
and increased the Mn transport in the aboveground parts. The treatment on the
25th day with the lower Cd concentration increased the Zn transport while the
higher Cd concentration did not affect Zn transport in the aboveground parts.
The treatment on the 63rd day increased the Mn transport in the aboveground
parts. Conversely, the Cu transport in the aboveground parts decreased with
Cd treatment on the 63rd day, especially when the lower concentration was ap-
plied. The treatment on the 63rd day with the lower Cd concentration increased
the Zn transport in the aboveground parts while the higher concentration stim-
ulated the accumulation of Zn in roots (Table 2).
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Figure 3. Effect of Cd on the Cu, Mn and Zn contents in roots and aboveground parts
of pea plants differing in age. A — treatment on the 25th day after seed germination,

B — treatment on the 63rd day after seed germination, — Duncan's test 5%



Table 2. Effect of Cd on the aboveground/root content of Cu, Mn and Zn in pea plants differing
in age

Cd (M) Cu Mn Zn

Treatment on the 25th day after seed germination

0 2.87 0.96 2.75

10—7 2.41 1.14 2.25

10—5 2.17 1.95 2.66

Treatment on the 63rd day after seed germination

0 5.63 2.67 7.26

10—7 3.83 3.75 7.57

10—5 4.87 3.62 6.32

A decrease of Mn content in pea plants 48h after Cd treatment (Figure 2)
was also reported in a study by H e r n á n d e z et al. (1996a). They noted a
decrease in Mn content with an increase of Cd concentration in nutrient solu-
tion in another pea genotype. Increase of Mn transport to the aboveground
parts was also observed by H e r n á n d e z et al. (1996b). The authors consid-
ered the increase in Mn transport after Cd treatment to be a defense mecha-
nism that prevents Cd accumulation in the photosynthetically active parts of
plant. The lower Mn accumulation in plants and its increased transport to the
aboveground parts after a short exposure to Cd was also observed by other au-
thors (O b a t a and U m e b a y a s h i, 1997).

CONCLUSION

The results obtained in our study showed that the uptake of Cd depended
on its concentration in the nutrient solution and on plant age. The accumulated
Cd was mainly retained in roots. Our results pointed to the dependence of the
contents and distribution of the investigated macro- and micronutrients on the
Cd concentration applied and on plant age. The effect of Cd on the distribu-
tion of nutrients in relation to plant age varied for all nutrients except Zn.
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Rezime

U polukontrolisanim uslovima u staklari, metodom vodenih kultura is-
pitivan je tretman Cd na masu suve materije i sadrÿaj Cd, N, K, Mg, Cu, Mn i
Zn i wihova distribucija na grašku razliåite starosti. Biqke su tretirane
Cd-om u trajawu od 48 sati u koncentraciji od 10—7M ili 10—5M 25. ili 63. da-
na nakon klijawa semena. Veãe nakupqawe Cd uoåeno je u korenu, tretmanom vi-
šom ispitanom koncentracijom i tretmanom u kasnijim fazama. Sadrÿaj i di-
stribucija ispitivanih elemenata zavisila je od koncentracije Cd kao i od
starosti biqke u vreme tretmana. Sem Zn, svi ispitivani elementi su pokazali
specifiånu reakciju na prisustvo Cd u zavisnosti vremena wegove primene.
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MINERAL COMPOSITION OF SELECTED Salvia SPECIES
GROWING WILD IN THE VOJVODINA PROVINCE

ABSTRACT: Composition of mineral elements has been investigated in three Salvia
species (Lamiaceae) growing wild in the Vojvodina Province (Serbia), as well as in a com-
mercial phytopreparation (tea) of Salvia officinalis L. We determined concentrations of mic-
ro- and macroelements in dried plant material in order to evaluate their nutritive and medic-
inal value and to indicate an easily accessible natural source that could be used as a possi-
ble food supplement. The study showed that the plants were well supplied with essential el-
ements. Concentrations of potentially harmful heavy metals (Pb, Cd, Ni, Cr) were below
their respective toxic levels. From the nutritive and medicinal aspects, the investigated Sal-
via species may be considered as a natural source of essential microelements, especially Fe
and Cu, with a low capacity for heavy metal accumulation.

KEY WORDS: Salvia spp., micro- and macroelements, heavy metals

INTRODUCTION

The genus Salvia is one of the largest members of the Lamiaceae family.
It comprises more than 900 species, which are widespread all over the world.
The Mediterranean, Central Asia, America and South Africa are the main cen-
ters of diversity of this genus. The genus is represented by 36 species in the
European flora (H e d g e, 1972). In the flora of Serbia, 15 species have been
described. They are distributed in the continental areas of southern, southeast-
ern and northern Serbia, growing under complex and heterogeneous environ-
mental conditions. In the northern parts of Serbia (the Vojvodina Province),
which are a part of the Pannonian Plain, 9 species have been described, inclu-
ding Salvia reflexa Hornem., S. nemorosa L. and S. glutinosa L. They grow
under semi-arid environmental conditions, mainly influenced by the Mediterra-
nean and continental climates.

25



Some plants from the genus Salvia are well known for their medicinal,
aromatic and antioxidant properties (T y l e r, 1993; M a l e n å i ã et al., 2000).
The most popular species of the genus, sage (Salvia officinalis L.), is a
well-known medicinal plant. Its dried leaves are used for preparing tea. The
most significant medical applications of the common sage, prepared in a vari-
ety of pharmaceutical forms, are for inflammations and digestive system disor-
ders. The sage acts as an antiphlogistic, stomachic, antiseptic, hypoglycaemic,
antiasthmatic, carminative, cholagogic, emmenagogic, antihydrotic and astrin-
gent drug and it is used as spice (C h i e j, 1988; S t e f a n o v i ã - R a d i s a -
v l j e v i ã et al., 1998). However, the majority of wild-growing Salvia species
have not been fully evaluated from the phytochemical point.

Investigation of wild-growing plants from the aspect of their potential nu-
tritive and medicinal value and as indicator of environmental pollution also re-
quires the determination of the mineral composition of plants. The study of the
presence and concentration of toxic heavy metals (HM) in plant herba is of
special interest, since the industrial pollution of agricultural land and forests is
becoming a serious ecological issue in many parts of the world. It is well
known that some wild-growing medicinal plants, such as Hypericum perfora-
tum L., Achillea milefollium L., Matricaria recutita L., Sambucus nigra L.
etc., could be characterized as HM accumulators. The determination of HM
concentration in food products is important from the aspect of health safety,
but also from the aspect of determination of their biological value. Beside or-
ganic compounds, the dissoluble mineral elements in plant teas and tinctures
may have an additional therapeutic role (S á r k ö z i et al., 2003). The aim of
this study was to determine the mineral composition of selected Salvia species,
in order to evaluate their nutritive and medicinal value and to indicate an eas-
ily accessible natural source that could be used as a possible food supplement.

On the basis of their relative portions in plant dry material, elements
which constitute plants are classified as: macroelements (2—60 mg g—1 DM),
microelements (> 1 �g g—1, < 1 �g g—1 DM) and ultramicroelements (< 1 �g
g—1 DM) (K a s t o r i, 1998). From the toxicological point of view, the most
important elements are heavy metals. HM represent a heterogeneous group of
elements which differ in their chemical characteristics and biological functions.
Some authors hold the opinion that more appropriate names for HM should be
„trace elements" or „trace metals" (B a r c e l ó and P o s c h e n r i e d e r, 1990).
Some HM are essential for living organisms (Zn, Fe, Mn, Co, Cu, Mo and
Se), other may stimulate plant growth and development when present in cer-
tain concentrations to (Ni, V, W and Ti), while some elements are highly toxic
substances in metabolism (Pb, Cd, Hg, Cr and As) (K a s t o r i, 1993). Beside
pedogenesis, HM reach the soil also through industrial and agricultural produc-
tion. Smelteries for metal extraction, steam power plants and mines are consid-
ered as the largest polluters of air, water and soils. Additional sources of HM
contamination are mineral fertilizers, pesticides, metal-contaminated sewage
and household refuse (V a n A s s c h e and C l i j s t e r s, 1990).
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Plant material has been collected during full flowering from different lo-
cations in the Vojvodina Province (Serbia), as shown in Figure 1.

Voucher specimens have been taxonomically determined and deposited at
the Department of Botany, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Uni-
versity of Novi Sad. Plant leaves were chosen for the experiment. In addition
to this, plant material of S. officinalis was also analyzed. Sage leaves were ob-
tained from a commercial phytopreparation (tea) of domestic origin supplied
by a local herbal apothecary. Our intention was to analyze and compare the
mineral composition of the wild-growing Salvia species with the composition
of the common sage, which has been acknowledged as a medicinal plant both
in folk medicine and in the official pharmacopoeia.
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Dry matter mass was determined after oven drying at 60°C to constant
mass. N content was determined by Kjeldahl method. The other elements were
determined after dry ashing samples at 450°. K content was measured using
flame photometry, P spectrophotometrically by V-Mo method, while the con-
centrations of Cd, Pb, Ni, Cr, Fe, Cu, Mn, Zn and Ca were determined by ato-
mic absorption spectrophotometry (AAS, Varian SpectrAA-10). The obtained
results were statistically evaluated and shown as mean ± S.E.M. Variation co-
efficient (Cv) was calculated as well.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The mineral composition of the investigated wild-growing Salvia species
is represented as the contents of micro- and macroelements in dry plant mate-
rial. For the reason of comparison, the mineral composition of sage (S. offici-
nalis) was also determined.

Microelements

The results for microelement contents are shown in Table 1. An average
content of lead (Pb) in plant species is 5—10 ppm while the toxic level is
above 30 ppm (K a s t o r i and P e t r o v i ã, 1993).

Table 1 — Microelement content of Salvia reflexa, S. nemorosa, S. glutinosa and S. officinalis
(ppm in DM)

Element S. reflexa S. nemorosa S. glutinosa S. officinalis Cv

Pb 3.99±0.52 4.75±0.24 9.00±0.69 3.05±0.29 43.85%

Ni 2.21±0.18 2.19±0.016 5.94±0.05 2.79±0.04 53.03%

Cd 2.87±0.45 2.62±1.15 2.51±0.32 0.34±0.07 48.78%

Cr 0.98±0.008 0.37±0.09 1.97±0.31 1.49±0.10 49.51%

Cu 34.18±0.93 36.70±1.38 59.75±1.85 25.10±0.75 32.80%

Zn 18.84±0.45 34.25±0.36 93.75±6.85 65.46±2.75 54.40%

Fe 340.54±35.7 167.62±11.4 508.26±60.3 453.77±710.9 35.45%

Mn 46.53±1.01 46.26±0.74 49.47±1.30 39.25±1.22 8.27%

Our results showed that Pb content was low and non-toxic, ranging from
3.99 to 9.00 ppm. An increased amount was detected only in S. glutinosa, but
it did not exceed the maximum allowed concentration. This increase may be
due to the vicinity of a road. It is known that motor vehicles are the leading
factor in Pb contamination, and the intensity of plant contamination with Pb
progressively decreases with the increase of plant distance from road. Compa-
red with our results, high Pb contents were detected in some Salvia species
from southeastern Serbia — a high Pb content in S. pratensis (12 ppm) and a
toxic content in S. officinalis (69 ppm) (B l a g o j e v i ã et al., 1998).
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Growing evidence has been gathered in recent years attesting that low
concentrations of nickel (Ni) are beneficial for plant growth and development,
respiration intensity and photosynthesis, as well as for the activity of antioxi-
dant enzymes (K a s t o r i and P e t r o v i ã, 1993). An average content of Ni
is 0.1—5.0 ppm, while the toxic level ranges from 10 to 100 ppm. The highest
content of this HM was recorded in S. glutinosa which was in agreement with
the results of other authors who reported the content of 29.3 ppm for S. gluti-
nosa from the Vlasina region (B l a g o j e v i ã et al., 1998). Same as for Pb,
our plant material was collected from a natural habitat, near a heavily traffic-
ked road. It seems that the detected Ni content, although increased, did not ha-
ve a toxic effect on this plant. This is in agreement with the results saying that
non-essential elements for higher plants such as Ni may in certain cases stimu-
late plant growth and development.

Cadmium (Cd) is toxic for plants when present in high concentrations,
due to its high affinity to -SH groups of enzymes and proteins. High Cd con-
tent in plants completely inhibits Fe metabolism causing chlorosis, which me-
ans that it affects photosynthesis. Also, it can inhibit respiration, electron tran-
sport and transpiration (K a s t o r i and P e t r o v i ã, 1993). The average and
toxic Cd concentrations in plant leaves are 0.05—0.2 ppm and 3—30 ppm, re-
spectively. Plants take up Cd from the soil and its higher contents have been
detected near roads. It can also reach agricultural soils with phosphate fertiliz-
ers since phosphate ore contains 1—110 ppm of Cd (U b a v i ã et al., 1993).
In the wild-growing Salvia species from the Vojvodina Province, Cd contents
ranged from 2.51 to 2.87 ppm, which is bellow the toxic level. The lowest
content of this HM (0.34 ppm) was found in the tea specimen of S. officinalis.
Low contents of this element (< 0.1 ppm) in 16 samples of culturated (from
Serbia) and wild-growing (from Montenegro) S. officinalis were also reported
by M a k s i m o v i ã et al. (1998).

Chromium (Cr) content in the investigated plants ranged from 0.37 to
1.97 ppm. Once again, the highest content was found in the herba of S. gluti-
nosa, but it was not above the maximum allowed concentration.

Copper (Cu) is an essential microelement for plants. An average content
of Cu in dry plant material is 2—20 ppm (F e r n a n d e s and H e n r i q u e s,
1991). Its function in plant metabolism is mainly catalytic. It affects many bio-
chemical and physiological processes, such as respiration, metabolism of pro-
teins, lipids and carbohydrates, chlorophyll and terpene biosynthesis, water ba-
lance, etc. In our specimen, Cu concentrations were increased, ranging from
25.10 to 59.75 ppm. This is in agreement with the results of other authors
( B l a g o j e v i ã et al., 1998) who reported the Cu contents in different Sal-
via species from Serbia (S. glutinosa, S. officinalis, S. pratensis, S. aethiopis)
from 22.66 to 84 ppm. When assimilated in excess by the plant, Cu can be
phytotoxic. It inhibits the activity of a large number of enzymes, hence photo-
synthesis and pigment synthesis. Cu may block electron transport in photosyn-
thesis which can lead to the production of oxygen-free radicals (O2

.–, .OH) and
lipid peroxidation (M a l e n å i ã, 1996).

Zinc (Zn) activates or binds to more then 300 enzymes, including Cu,
Zn-superoxide dismutase, carboanhydrase, phosphatases, some proteinases, etc.
Hence, it influences many metabolic processes in the living cell. Zn concentra-
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tion in plants may vary between 30—150 ppm, but usually it is 20—50 ppm.
In the investigated Salvia species, it ranged from 18.84—93.75 ppm, the high-
est level being found in S. glutinosa. Similar results were obtained for Zn con-
tent in S. glutinosa from the Vlasina region in southeastern Serbia (86 ppm)
( B l a g o j e v i ã et al., 1998). All of the examined specimens were well-sup-
plied with Zn, except for the plants of S. reflexa in which a deficit in this es-
sential microelement was detected.

Polyvalence and chelating capability are two main features of iron (Fe).
They determine its role in plant metabolism: chlorophyll biosynthesis, photo-
synthesis, respiration, nitrogen fixation, nitrate and nitrite reduction, etc. (K a -
s t o r i, 1998). Fe concentration in dry plant material typically reaches 1000
ppm or more. In the investigated plant material, Fe contents were from 167.42
to 508.26 ppm. These results seem to indicate that both soils and plants in the
Vojvodina Province are well-supplied with this essential microelement. Con-
trary to our findings, a low Fe content (45.63 ppm) was reported for S. offici-
nalis from the Siãevo gorge (southeastern Serbia) (M i l a d i n o v i ã, 2000). In
other Salvia species from Serbia and Montenegro, Fe content ranged from
26.66 up to 2000 ppm (M a k s i m o v i ã et al., 1998; B l a g o j e v i ã et al.,
1998).

The most significant role of manganese (Mn) in life processes is enzyme
activation. As a cofactor it activates more then 35 different enzymes, but it
constitutes only two of them — Photosystem II Mn-protein and Mn-SOD. Mn
is involved in water photooxidation, detoxification of oxygen radicals, CO2 re-
duction, fatty acid oxidation, etc. (K a s t o r i, 1998). In our plant species, Mn
content was low, ranging from 39.25 to 49.47 ppm. Since the critical threshold
for Mn deficiency in plants is < 10 ppm, it is obvious that investigated plants
were sufficiently provided with Mn.

Macroelements

The results for the contents of macroelements are shown in Table 2. Ni-
trogen (N) is one of the most important macroelements in plant nutrition. It is
an essential constituent of amino acids, proteins, nucleotides and nucleic acids,
coenzymes, vitamins, pigments, alkaloids and other plant biomolecules (P o -
p o v i ã et al., 1998).

Table 2 — Macroelement content of Salvia reflexa, S. nemorosa, S. glutinosa and S. officinalis
(% in DM)

Element S. reflexa S. nemorosa S. glutinosa S. officinalis Cv

N 2.82±0.28 2.26±0.33 1.60±0.29 0.68±0.17 43.13%

P 0.215±0.005 0.248±0.008 0.441±0.004 0.150±0.040 41.65%

K 3.75±1.19 1.58±0.12 2.97±0.25 1.92±1.46 33.62%

Ca 1.29±0.26 1.57±0.25 1.66±0.32 1.54±0.01 9.09%

N content in dry plant material is usually 1.5—4.0%. Among the exam-
ined Salvia species, the lowest content was recorded in S. officinalis (0.68%).
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The highest content was found in wild-growing S. reflexa (2.82%), probably
due to the fact that this plant species grows as a weed on agricultural soil, es-
pecially in maize fields.

Phosphorus (P) plays an important role in photosynthesis, respiration,
glycolysis, pentose phosphate pathway, etc. It constitutes nucleic acids and
coenzymes, such as ATP, UDP, CoA, PAL, NADP+, FMN, FAD etc. P con-
tent in plants is usually 0.1—0.8% (dry weight) (K a s t o r i, 1998). In the in-
vestigated material, P content varied from 0.15 to 0.44%, which was an indi-
cation of a satisfactory level of P supply in plants. The lowest concentration
was recorded in S. officinalis, the highest was in S. glutinosa herba.

Similarly to N and P, potassium (K) belongs to the group of essential
macroelements which may be a limiting factor in plant production. Still, K is
not a constitutional element, i.e., it neither constitutes organic compounds nor
it influences enzymatic reactions in plant metabolism. Its primary role is based
on its capacity to regulate water balance in plant cells. K content in dry plant
material may reach 5—6% and more, but in the investigated Salvia species it
ranged from 1.58 to 3.75%. The obtained results suggest that the plants were
well-supplied with this essential element.

In the Vojvodina Province, which takes the southern part of the Panno-
nian Plain, calcium (Ca) content in the soil is not a limiting factor for plant
growth and development. Its concentration in dry plant material of the investi-
gated Salvia species was 1.29—1.66%.

CONCLUSION

The investigation of the mineral elements composition of the selected
Salvia species showed that the plants were well supplied with essential micro-
and macroelements. The concentrations of toxic HM (Pb, Cd, Ni, Cr) in plant
material did not exceed their respective maximum allowed concentrations. The
highest content of HM was detected in S. glutinosa, which confirmed the fact
that plants growing along the roads should not be considered for human diet.
From the aspect of medicinal value it seems that the investigated Salvia speci-
es from the Vojvodina Province may be considered as an easily accessible nat-
ural source of essential microelements, especially Fe and Cu. The results obtai-
ned for the mineral composition of S. officinalis justified the use of this plant
as herbal remedy. Beside organic compounds with biological activity, S. offici-
nalis is also rich in essential microelements and, contrary to some other medi-
cinal plants, it has a low capacity for HM accumulation.
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ELEMENTARNI SASTAV ODABRANIH SAMONIKLIH
VRSTA RODA Salvia IZ VOJVODINE
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Rezime

U radu je istraÿen elementarni sastav tri vrste roda Salvia (Lamiaceae)
koje samoniklo rastu u juÿnim delovima Panonske nizije, tj. na prostoru Vojvo-
dine. Istovremeno, odreðen je elementarni sastav fitopreparata (åaja) ÿalfije
(Salvia officinalis L.) u komparativne svrhe. Sadrÿaj mikro- i makroelemenata u
suvom biqnom materijalu odreðen je primenom spektroskopskih metoda, sa ci-
qem da se proceni nutritivna vrednost i potencijalna lekovitost biqnih dro-
ga što bi ukazalo na lako dostupne sirovine prirodnog porekla koje bi se mo-
gle koristiti kao dodatak u ishrani. Studija je pokazala da su biqke dobro
obezbeðene neophodnim elementima na prirodnim staništima. Koncentracije
potencijalno štetnih teških metala (Pb, Cd, Ni, Cr) kretale su se ispod maksi-
malno dozvoqene koncentracije. Sa zdravstvenog, i sa aspekta ishrane, istra-
ÿivane vrste roda Salvia mogu se smatrati prirodnim izvorom neophodnih mi-
kroelemenata, naroåito Fe i Cu, koje istovremeno pokazuju nizak nivo akumula-
cije toksiånih teških metala.
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MOLECULAR CHARACTERISATION OF
GLUTENIN ALLELES AT THE Glu-D1 LOCUS

ABSTRACT: It is well known that the composition of high-molecular-weight (HMW)
glutenin subunits impacts the bread making quality. The HMW subunits 1Dx5-1Dy10 are
typically associated with high dough strength and good bread making quality, contrary to
1Dx2-1Dy12 subunits. Bread wheat cultivars from Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops in
Novi Sad have been screened for the alleles present at Glu-D1 locus using traditional SDS
PAG electrophoresis method and a new PCR based approach. The Glu-D1 locus was scree-
ned for two main x-type alleles which code for HMW glutenins 2 and 5, and two main
y-type alleles which code for HMW glutenin subunits 10 and 12. Among the analyzed culti-
vars, 55.6% expressed the presence of 1Dx5 and 1Dy10 alleles at the Glu-D1 locus. These
results confirmed that by using marker-assisted selection (MAS) it is possible to identify
genotypes with alleles for good bread making quality, which could be successfully used in
wheat breeding programs.

KEY WORDS: Glu-D1 locus, marker-assisted selection, PCR, SDS PAG electropho-
resis, wheat

INTRODUCTION

In hexaploid wheat, Triticum aestivum, the genes controlling the synthesis
of high-molecular-weight glutenins are located on the long arms of the chro-
mosomes 1A, 1B and 1D at the loci Glu-A1, Glu-B1 and Glu-D1, respectively.
H a r b e r d et al. (1987) proved that there are two closely linked genes at
each of Glu-1 loci, one gene controlling the synthesis of x-type HMW glutenin
subunits, another controlling the synthesis of y-type subunits. All glutenin ge-
nes are organized with a large central region containing repeat short motifs co-
ding for the same amino acid flanked by unique N- and C- terminus domains
( D e B u s t o s et al., 2000).

The properties of wheat dough have been related to the allelic combina-
tion of the genes coding for the high-molecular-weight (HMW) subunits of
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glutenin. P a y n e (1987) demonstrated that bread-making quality is associa-
ted with the presence of HMW subunits x5+y10 at Glu-D1 locus providing
good quality and x2+y12 providing poor quality.

Traditionally, HMW glutenins had been analyzed using sodium dodecyl
sulphate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE), the protein bands
representing subunits have been numbered according to their mobility on
the gel (P a y n e, 1987). More recently, D ' O v i d i o et al. (1994), A h m a d
(2000), D e B u s t o s et al. (2001) have demonstrated the usefulness of
PCR-based analysis for distinguishing between cultivars with different HMW
subunits.

The aim of this paper was molecular characterization of glutenin alleles at
the Glu-D1 locus of selected bread wheat cultivars using SDS PAG electro-
phoresis and new specific PCR based primers, in order to identify wheat geno-
types carrying glutenin allelic combinations related with good bread making
quality.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Material. Eighteen bread wheat cultivars from Institute of Field and Veg-
etable Crops in Novi Sad were used in this study. Wheat cultivars Jugoslavija
(x5+y10) and Baranjka (x2+y12) served as controls for HMW composition
analysis.

Polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. Extraction of proteins and sodium
dodecyl sulphate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS PAGE) was done
on 10% gel, in Tris-glycine buffer (pH 8.3) according to the procedure descri-
bed by V a p a and S a v i ã (1988).

DNA isolation. Total genomic DNA was isolated from wheat grains ac-
cording to P l a s c h k e et al. (1995). The DNA concentrations were determi-
ned spectrophotometrically.

PCR analysis. PCR analysis was performed according to A h m a d (2000).
The 50-�l amplification reaction mixture contained 10 mM Tris-HCl, pH 8.3,
50 mM KCl, 2 mM MgCl2, 300 mM dNTP (deoxyribonucleotide), 250 ng of
each primer, 1U of Taq DNA polymerase and 50 ng genomic DNA. Primers
used for identifying 2 vs. 5 x-type allele, designated as P1 and P2, and primer
pair applied for identification of 10y vs. 12 y-type allele, designated as P3 and
P4, were published in A h m a d (2000). Amplifications were performed in an
Eppendorf Mastercycler programmed at 94°C for 5 minutes, followed by 45
cycles at 94°C for 1 min, 63°C for 1 min and 72°C for 1 min. After 45 cycles,
the extension temperature was kept at 72°C for 10 min. PCR products were
analyzed on 2% agarose gel containing 0.5 �g/ml ethidium bromide and visua-
lized under UV light.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

During SDS PAG electrophoresis, proteins are separated into their subu-
nits according to molecular weight. HMW glutenin subunits coded by the
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Glu-1 loci are grouped in the upper part of the gel. In the examined cultivars,
only subunits 5+10 and 2+12 controlled by the genes at the Glu-D1 locus
were determined (Figure 1). The subunits 5+10 were more frequent as a result
of Novi Sad wheat breeding programs favoring the parents carrying these sub-
units (V a p a et al., 1995, 1997; V a p a and O b r e h t, 2000).

When primer combinations P1 and P2 were used, 450 bp amplification
products were visible on the gel in ten out of the eighteen analyzed genotypes,
indicating the presence of Dx5 alleles. In the other eight cultivars amplifica-
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Figure 1. SDS PAGE of the analyzed wheat cultivars (K1 — Jugoslavija, K2 — Baranjka,
1 — Alfa, 2 — Anastasija, 9 — Diåna, 10 — Draga and 11 — Dragana)

Figure 2. Separation of amplification products on agarose gel (2%) using the P1/P2
primer set (M — 100 bp marker 5, 6 and 7 are cultivars Beåejka, Cipovka and Dejana)



tion products were detected indicating that allele 2 at Glu-D1 locus was not
present (Figure 2).

With primer sets P3 and P4, specific 576 bp fragment characterized Dy10
allele and it was present in ten cultivars. The other eight cultivars expressed
612 bp amplification product showing the presence of Dy12 allele at the ana-
lyzed locus (Figure 3).

Identification of HMW glutenin alleles at Glu-D1 locus of the 18 selected
bread wheat cultivars revealed that 10 cultivars possessed 1Dx5 and 1Dy10
alleles at the Glu-D1 locus, while 8 cultivars possessed 1Dx2 and 1Dy12 alle-
les at the analyzed locus (Table 1).

Table 1. Glutenin alleles presence at Glu-D1 locus in the selected bread wheat cultivars

No. Cultivar 1Dx2
(none)

1Dx5
(450 bp)

1Dy10
(576 bp)

1Dy12
(612 bp)

1. Alfa — + + —

2. Anastasija + — — +

3. Bajka — + + —

4. Balkan — + + —

5. Beåejka + — — +

6. Cipovka — + + —

7. Dejana — + + —

8. Delta — + + —
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Figure 3. Separation of amplification products on agarose gel (2%) using the P3/P4
primer set (M — 100 bp marker and 5 and 6 are cultivars Beåejka and Cipovka)



9. Diåna — + + —

10. Draga + — — +

11. Dragana + — — +

12. Evropa + — — +

13. Evropa 90 + — — +

14. Fortuna — + + —

15. Italija + — — +

16. Ivanka — + + —

17. Jarebica — + + —

18. Jarka + — — +

Bread wheat cultivars typically possess Dx5+Dy10 or Dx2+Dy12 allelic
combinations at the Glu-D1 locus. In wheat cultivars of different origin, allelic
combinations Dx5+Dy12 and Dx2+Dy10 were reported as well (P a y n e,
1987, M a r g i o t t a et al., 1993). Since HMW subunits x5+y10 at Glu-D1
locus provide good quality and subunits x2+y12 provide poor quality, simulta-
neous marker-assisted selection for both alleles is crucial in wheat breeding.
1Dx2 and 1Dx5 alleles have a high degree of homology, similarly to 1Dy10
and 1Dy12 alleles (A n d e r s o n et al., 1989). Selected site-specific primers
proved to be efficient in distinguishing 1Dy10 and 1Dy12 (A h m a d, 2000).

In this research each set of allele-specific primers amplified a single pro-
duct, 450 bp in size, in the case of 1Dx5 allele, and specific 576 bp and 612
bp products, in the case of 1Dy10 and 1Dy12 alleles, respectively. Ten of the
eighteen analyzed genotypes possessed Dx5+Dy10 allelic combination, repre-
senting potentially good bread making quality genotypes that can be used in
wheat breeding programs. In order to completely qualify these genotypes as
cultivars with good bread making quality characteristics, it is necessary to
apply the same approach of marker-assisted selection and define the HMW
glutenin allelic compositions at Glu-A1 and Glu-B1 loci.

The development of PCR-generated DNA markers in the concept of mar-
ker-assisted selection represents the approach that can help to avoid misleading
interpretation of the results obtained by SDS-PAGE analysis and can help to
identify genotypes for specific purposes in wheat breeding programs. Simpli-
city and speed make the new PCR-generated DNA markers a valid alternative
to standard SDS PAGE method.

CONCLUSION

Eighteen bread wheat cultivars developed at Institute of Field and Vege-
table Crops in Novi Sad were screened for the alleles present at Glu-D1 locus
using SDS PAGE and PCR-based approach. The Glu-D1 locus was analyzed
for two main x-type alleles which code for HMW glutenins 2 and 5, and two
main y-type alleles which code for 10 and 12 HMW glutenin subunits. Among
the analyzed cultivars, 55.6% expressed the presence of 1Dx5 and 1Dy10 alle-
les at Glu-D1 locus. They are potentially good bread making quality geno-
types, which can be used as parents in wheat breeding programs.
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Diagnostic PCR system with primers specific for nearly identical alleles
represents a useful new tool in marker-assisted selection, enabling identifica-
tion and selection of a single allele, instead of the polypeptide gene product.
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MOLEKULARNA KARAKTERIZACIJA GLUTENINSKIH
ALELA Glu-D1 LOKUSA
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Rezime

Poznato je da kompozicija subjedinica glutenina velike molekulske mase
utiåe na kvalitet hleba. Najznaåajnija je åiwenica da, nasuprot subjedinicama
1Dx2-1Dy12, subjedinice 1Dx5-1Dy10 uslovqavaju dobru elastiånost testa i do-
prinose kvalitetu hleba. U radu su analizirani aleli Glu-D1 lokusa sorti
pšenice Instituta za ratarstvo i povrtarstvo u Novom Sadu. Primewena je
standardna natrijum dodecil sulfat poliakrilamid gel elektroforeza (SDS
PAGE) i molekularna analiza bazirana na lanåanoj reakciji polimeraze (PCR).
U lokusu Glu-D1 pronaðena su dva osnovna tipa h alela 2 i 5, kao i dva osnovna
tipa y alela 10 i 12. Utvrðeno je da 55,6% sorti poseduje 1Dx5 i 1Dy10 alele u
Glu-D1 lokusu. Ovi genotipovi predstavqaju potencijalno dobre roditeqe u
oplemewivawu pšenice na dobar kvalitet hleba. Rezultati selekcije pomoãu
molekularnih markera mogu pomoãi identifikaciji genotipova za specifiånu
primenu u programima oplemewivawa pšenice, pri åemu se prednost daje PCR
analizama koje omoguãuju identifikaciju i selekciju pojedinaånih alela, a ne
proteinskih produkata gena, dobijenih SDS PAGE metodom.
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HMW GLUTENIN VARIATION AND RYE CHROMATINE
PRESENCE IN WHEAT GENOME

ABSTRACT: For estimation of wheat end-product quality during wheat breeding pro-
grams, composition of high-molecular-weight glutenin subunits (HMW GS) and the presen-
ce of 1BL/1RS translocations serve as markers due to their profound effects on dough elas-
ticity and viscous properties. Ninety-three wheat genotypes from Institute of Field and Ve-
getable Crops in Novi Sad have been analyzed by sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide
gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) in order to determine their HMW GS composition and
1BL/1RS translocation presence. Eleven alleles were found at the Glu-1 loci. Subunits 1
and 2* and the null allele N were determined at the Glu-A1 locus. Subunitis 7, 7+9, 7+8,
6+8, 20 and 21 were found at the Glu-B1 locus, subunits 2+12 and 5+10 at the Glu-D1 lo-
cus. The 1BL/1RS translocation was discovered in 28 cultivars, although three of them
were heterogeneous.

KEY WORDS: electrophoresis, glutenins, rye chromatin, wheat

INTRODUCTION

Some potentially important traits of plant genotypes cannot be revealed
by classical morphological and agronomical description. Molecular markers
have been set up for the description of plant genetic diversity and genetic
structure. Electrophoretic analyses of seed storage proteins — glutenins and
gliadins have proven to be useful in wheat evaluation and characterization. It
was shown that up to 60—65% of variability in bread making quality (BMQ)
can be accounted for by differences in HMW glutenin composition (P a y n e
et al., 1988, R o g e r s et al., 1989). The HMW glutenin subunits represent
one of the prolamine fractions of seed proteins. They are encoded by homeolo-
gous Glu-1 loci located on the long arms of group 1 chromosomes in cultiva-
ted bread and durum wheats as well as in wild species of the Triticeae tribe.
Allelic variability at the Glu-A1 locus in bread wheat cultivars is low when
compared to the variability of the Glu-B1 and Glu-D1 loci. It is known that
only three alleles in the Glu-A1 locus are present in bread wheat cultivars,
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whereas thirty and eleven alleles are present in the Glu-B1 and Glu-D1 loci,
respectively.

The most widely spread translocations in wheat are those in which the
short arm of rye chromosome 1 replaces the short arm of wheat group-1 chro-
mosome. Wheat breeders worldwide have used rye as a source of genes for
agronomic improvement of wheat. Unfortunately, some undesirable quality
characteristics are often associated with the presence of the 1RS translocation
in wheat. Hence, a long-term goal of breeders and geneticists has been to sup-
press the undesirable quality effects associated with 1RS whole-arm transloca-
tions. 1RS carries resistance genes to rusts (Lr26, Sr31, Yr9), powdery mildew
(Pm8) and insects (B e r z o n s k y et al., 1999; G r a y b o s c h, 2001). Also,
1RS may directly increase yield (V i l l a r e a l et al., 1997). Conversely, de-
pending of wheat genotype, 1RS chromatin can negatively impact wheat end-
-product, meaning reduction of flour yield or production of undesirable 'sticky
dough' (M c K e n d r y et al., 1996).

The aim of this paper was to analyze genetic variability of HMW GS and
to identify the presence of the 1BL/1RS translocation by the method of SDS
PAG electrophoresis in 93 genotypes of hexaploid wheat originated from Insti-
tute of Field and Vegetable Crops in Novi Sad.

MATERIAL AND METHOD

Plant material. Single grains of 93 wheat genotypes developed at Institu-
te of Field and Vegetable Crops in Novi Sad were used in this study. Twenty
grains of each cultivar were analyzed. The cultivars Jugoslavija and Baranjka
were used as controls for HMW composition analysis. The cultivars Chinese
Spring and Proteinka were used as negative and positive controls for detection
of the 1BL/1RS translocation, respectively.

Methods. Sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-
-PAGE) on 10% gel, in Tris-glycine buffer (pH 8.3) was used for the analyses
(V a p a and S a v i c, 1988). Total reduced seed proteins were separated in or-
der to define HMW GS composition. The presence of the 1BL/1RS transloca-
tion in different wheat cultivars was detected by separation of unreduced total
seed proteins.

RESULTS

Storage proteins of the 93 wheat genotypes were separated by SDS-PAG
electrophoresis to determine their HMW glutenin subunits.

Eleven alleles were determined at the Glu-1 loci: three alleles at the
Glu-A1 locus, six at the Glu-B1 locus and two at the Glu-D1 locus (Table 1).
Subunits 1 and 2* and the null allele N, which did not form a visible band on
the gel, were determined at the Glu-A1 locus. Subunits 7, 7+9, 7+8, 6+8, 20
and 21 were found at the Glu-B1 locus. Subunits 2+12 and 5+10 were deter-
mined at the Glu-D1 locus (Figure 1).
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Table 1. HMW GS composition and 1BL/1RS translocation presence in the analyzed wheat cul-
tivars

HMW GS
Cultivar

Glu-A1 Glu-B1 Glu-D1

2* 7+9 5+10

Nova Banatka, Partizanka, Podunavka, Vojvoðanka,
Baåvanka 1, Baåvanka 3, Banaãanka 1, Banaãanka
2, Banija, Dobro Polje, Podunavka 1, Balkan*,
Posavka 2*, Kozara*, Podunavka 2, Posavka 1*,
Zelengora*, Partizanka niska, Pomoravka*, Banatka
niska, Staparka, Jednota, Poljana*, Subotiåanka,
Hlebna*, Jadranka, Kosovka, Lozniåanka, NS 6001,
Rodna, Studena, Tanjugovka, NS 3205*

N 7+9 2+12 Beåejka, Zrenjaninka, Nova Posavka, Evropa,
Francuska, Italija, Sremka

1 7+9 2+12 Šiðanka, Ravnica, Ÿitnica,

N 7+9 5+10

Sremica, Tisa, Maåvanka 1*, Maåvanka 2*, Zvezda,
Una, Košava, Kolubara, Apatinka*, Somborka,
Panåevka, Viktorija, Ibarka*, Jedina*, Panonka,
Tamiš*, Avala*, Belozrna*, Pomurka*, Rudniåanka,
Valjevka*, Vukovarka*

N 7+8 5+10 Lasta

1 7+9 5+10 Novosadska Brkulja*, Sutjeska*, Iskra*, Duga,
Crvenkapa, NS 7000, NS 7014

2* 7+9 2+12 Nizija, Liåanka*

N 7 5+10 Nova rana*

N 6+8 2+12 NS 6389*

N 7 2+12 NS rana 1, NS rana 2, NS rana 3, NS rana 4, NS
3183, Zora

1 6+8 2+12 Novosadska Crvena,

1 7+8 5+10 NS6002, Jelica

1 7+8 2+12 Sava, Biserka, Drina, Senka*

2* 7+8 2+12 Vera*

N 21 2+12 NS 100

2* 20 5+10 Fruškogorka

* — indicating cultivars with the 1BL/1RS translocation
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Figure 1. SDS-PAGE electrophoregram of HMW glutenin subunits



At the Glu-A1 locus, subunits N and 2* were found at same frequency
(40.86%), at the Glu-B1 locus subunits 7+9 (79.57%) and at the Glu-D1 locus
subunits 5+10 (72.04%) were found at the highest frequency. The most fre-
quent HMW glutenin composition was 2*, 7+9, 5+10 (33.33%).

Nine investigated genotypes were heterogeneous, showing one to two dif-
ferent electromorphs in addition to the predominant pattern. Six genotypes
(Sutjeska, Zvezda, Iskra, Lasta, Nova posavka, Novosadska 6001) had two
electrophoretic patterns, three of them (Zora, Novosadska 6002, Novosadska
6389) possessed three patterns.

Unreduced proteins from single grain of 93 bread wheat cultivars develo-
ped in Serbia were analyzed by the method of SDS PAG electrophoresis.
When the 1BL/1RS translocation was present, secaline protein bands were vi-
sible in the upper part of the gel. Of the 93 wheat cultivars analyzed, 64 did
not express secaline protein subunits, which meant that they did not posses the
1BL/1RS translocation. Twenty-eight cultivars possessed 1RS rye chromatine,
detected as secaline bands on the electrophoregram (Table 1.). The cultivar
Novosadska 100 possessed the 1B/1R substitution. Three cultivars, Tisa, Sutje-
ska and Novosadska 6389, showed intracultivar heterogeneity.

DISCUSSION

SDS-PAGE analysis of the 93 hexaploid wheat genotypes revealed the
presence of 11 alleles at the Glu-1 loci. Subunits 1 and 2*, as well as the null
allele N, were determined at the Glu-A1 locus. Subunitis 7, 7+9, 7+8, 6+8, 20
and 21 were found at the Glu-B1 locus, subunits 2+12 and 5+10 at the Glu-D1
locus. Subunit 21, which is rare, can be found only in wheat cultivars possess-
ing the 1B/1R translocation or substitution (V a p a and S a v i c, 1988). This
finding was confirmed in this research, by detecting subunit 21 only in the
cultivar Novosadska 100, which had previously been characterized as a culti-
var possessing the 1B/1R substitution (P e t r o v i c et al., 1988).

Ample evidence has been provided (D e n c i c and V a p a, 1996; R e -
d a e l l i et al., 1997) that the allelic composition of the Glu-1 loci is one of
the major determinants of bread-making quality in wheat. P a y n e (1986) de-
termined Glu-1 quality scores on the basis of the relationships of certain
HMW glutenin subunits and the SDS sedimentation value. The maximum
Glu-1 quality score for glutenin subunits can be 10, the minimum can be 3. It
was confirmed that glutenin subunits differing in the number and location of
cysteine residues have variable disulphide bonding capabilities, thus contribut-
ing differently to the overall structure of gluten. For example, A n d e r s o n
et al. (1988) found that additional cysteine residue in a good quality subunit 5
when compared with a poorer quality related subunit 2 supports a cysteine res-
idues importance model in gluten macropolymer structure. Among the 93 ana-
lyzed wheat genotypes, 31 had a high value of Glu-1, score 9. The proportion
of high quality genotypes proved a high potential of desirable technological
properties. This germplasm can be used in future breeding programs for im-
proved bread-making quality.
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The presence of the 1BL/1RS translocation in wheat cultivars was suc-
cessfully proved using different cytogenetic and biochemical methods (P e -
t r o v i c et al., 1988; J a v o r n i k et al., 1991). SDS PAG electrophoresis
confirmed the presence of the 1BL/1RS translocation in 27% of the analyzed
cultivars from Serbia (V a p a et al., 1993). This research revealed the presen-
ce of the 1BL/1RS translocation in 30.11% of the cultivars developed in Insti-
tute of Field and Vegetable Crops in Novi Sad. Although alien chromatin may
have negative impact on wheat bread-making performance (H u s s a i n et al.,
1997), the relatively high frequency of cultivars possessing the 1BL/1RS tran-
slocation was a consequence of the presence of beneficial genes controlling re-
sistance that can be useful in wheat breeding programs (G r a y b o s c h, 2001).

Careful selection of parents for crossing with known 1RS lines, coupled
with rigorous selection for end-use quality, can diminish negative impact of
the 1BL/1RS translocation. In addition, the tools of genetic engineering can
now be used to improve the quality of 1RS lines.

CONCLUSION

SDS-PAGE analysis of the 93 hexaploid wheat genotypes from Institute
of Field and Vegetable Crops, Novi Sad, revealed the presence of 11 alleles at
the Glu-1 loci. Subunits 1 and 2* and the null allele N were determined at the
Glu-A1 locus. Subunits 7, 7+9, 7+8, 6+8, 20 and 21 were found at the Glu-B1
locus, subunits 2+12 and 5+10 at the Glu-D1 locus. The 1BL/1RS transloca-
tion was discovered in 28 cultivars, although three of them were heteroge-
neous.
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VARIJABILNOST GLUTENINA VELIKE MOLEKULSKE MASE
I PRISUSTVO RAŸENOG HROMATINA U GENOMU PŠENICE

Dragana R. Obreht, Qiqana B. Vapa, Mihajla R. Davidoviã
Institut za biologiju i ekologiju, Prirodno-matematiåki fakultet,

Trg Dositeja Obradoviãa 2, 21000 Novi Sad

Rezime

U ciqu utvrðivawa kvaliteta pšenice tokom procesa oplemewivawa, od-
reðuje se kompozicija subjedinica glutenina velike molekulske mase i prisu-
stvo 1BL/1RS translokacije, koji su markeri efekta na elastiånost i visko-
znost brašna. Odabrana 93 genotipa pšenice iz Nauånog instituta za ratar-
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stvo i povrtarstvo u Novom Sadu analizirani su metodom natrijum dodecil
sulfat poliakrilamid gel elektroforeze (SDS-PAGE) u ciqu determinacije
kompozicije subjedinica glutenina velike molekulske mase i prisustva 1BL/
1RS translokacije. Pronaðeno je 11 alela u Glu-1 lokusima. U lokusu Glu-A1 ot-
krivene su subjedinice 1 i 2*, kao i nulti alel N. U Glu-B1 lokusu subjedinice
7, 7+9, 7+8, 6+8, 20 i 21 su detektovane, i u Glu-D1 lokusu 2+12 i 5+10 subjedi-
nice. 1BL/1RS translokacija utvrðena je kod 28 sorti, dok su tri sorte bile he-
terogene za analizirano svojstvo.
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A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF STOMATA AND
LEAF TRICHOME CHARACTERISTICS IN

Quercus robur L. GENOTYPES

ABSTRACT: The objective of this study was to determine genotype variability of le-
af trichome and stoma characteristics. Leaves were sampled from seventeen pedunculate
oak (Quercus robur L.) genotypes originating from clonal seed orchard Banov Brod (Srem,
the Vojvodina Province). The pedunculate oak has hypostomatal leaves. Statistically signifi-
cant differences were found for the dimensions and density of stomata. Genotype variability
of stomatal dimensions was less pronounced in comparison with their density (CV =
8.88%). Stomata number ranged from 530 to 791 per mm2 of leaf area; genotypes 18 and
25 could be distinguished from the others for the highest stomata number per leaf unit area,
genotype 35 for the lowest number. In all genotypes, only solitary eglandular trichomes
were observed on the adaxial leaf surface, while both solitary eglandular and uniseriate
glandular hairs were present on the abaxial surface. Single glandular trichomes were obser-
ved in all genotypes, while some of them were characterized by the presence of two (geno-
types 4, 5, 6, 16, 22, 25, 28, 29, 30, 35, 38, 40, and 85) or three (genotypes 16, 25, 35) ha-
irs joined by their basal cells.

KEY WORDS: Quercus robur, genotype variability, leaf surface, stomata, trichomes

INTRODUCTION

The leaf epidermis has numerous functions (S e n g b u s h, 2003). There-
fore, it has several differentiated cell types to serve various functions: basic
epidermis cells, cells of the stoma complexes and cells of the trichomes. Leaf
trichomes have been used for a long time in the recognition of species in nu-
merous groups of angiosperms, either by the presence/absence or by the pres-
ence of different types of them (P e n a s et al., 1994). In addition to other
characteristics, leaf trichomes are often used for classification and identifica-
tion of Quercus species and their hybrids (B u c k and B i d l a c k, 1998; I s -
h i d a et al., 2003). L l a m a s et al. (1995) and P e n a s et al. (1994) crea-
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ted keys for identification of different oak species according to a detailed anal-
ysis of the foliar trichomes. Other authors studied the functions of leaf tricho-
mes. K a r a b o u r n i o t i s et al. (1998) found that nonglandular leaf hairs
present a very effective barrier against abiotic (UV-B radiation) and probably
biotic (pathogenic) stresses. Occurrence of a dense trichome layer may play a
protective role against not only ultraviolet radiation damage but also high inso-
lation (K a r a b o u r n i o t i s et al., 1999). Results of C h o i et al. (2001) in-
dicated that trichomes might participate in cadmium detoxification.

Stomata number and their dimensions are attributes associated with geno-
type, with strong influence of ecological factors of the sites where the species
predominates (J o š t, 1972). According to B a å i ã (1981), features of the gu-
ard cells of oaks can also be used for classification purposes within the genus
Quercus. Interspecific differences in stomatal density, and, in some cases, in
stomatal length, were reported by A s h t o n and B e r l y n (1994) for three
oak species belonging to section Erythrobalanus.

It is well known that the structure, density (i.e., number per leaf area
unit), and pattern of distribution of stomata and trichomes on leaf surfaces dif-
fer greatly among plant species. To our knowledge, no such study has exam-
ined intraspecific variability of trichome and stoma characteristics in the pe-
dunculate oak.

In this study, the structure, dimensions and density of stomata and the
morphology of leaf trichomes were examined in the pedunculate oak (Quercus
robur L.). To avoid environmental influences on these characteristics, we stud-
ied trees sharing the same ecological conditions. We expect these results to re-
veal the existence of genotype specificity for the studied leaf characteristics.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Plant material

Leaf samples were taken in July 1998, from 20-year-old trees in the clo-
nal seed orchard Banov Brod situated along the left bank of the Sava River
(44°55' N, 19°23' E). The orchard had been established by grafting, and it in-
cludes 85 Q. robur genotypes. Seventeen genotypes were analyzed, with desig-
nation numbers 4, 5, 6, 16, 18, 20, 21, 22, 25, 28, 29, 30, 33, 35, 38, 40 and
85. To reduce the within-tree variability, one branch was taken from the mid-
dle of the crown of each genotype. Branches were transported to the labora-
tory in closed plastic bags. Three leaves were randomly chosen to represent
each genotype. Only fully expanded, undamaged leaves without signs of scar-
ring, disease, or herbivory were examined.

Stomata and trichome characteristics

The characteristics of stomata (characteristics of guard cells, number per
square mm /stomatal density/ and dimensions /length and width/) and tricho-
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mes (type, structure, distribution) were studied on prints of epidermal layer
made by the „collodion method" (W o l f, 1954), using a light microscope.
Prints were made on the middle portion of the sampled leaf laminae. Leaf bla-
des were painted with colorless varnish on the adaxial and abaxial epidermis.
After drying, varnish was removed by adhesive tape, which removed also a
part of leaf epidermis. The specimens were mounted on glass slides for micro-
scopic evaluation of stomata and trichomes. The number of stomata per mm2

was counted in three randomly chosen fields of view of each print using an
eyepiece micrometer. The size of stomata was calculated as average of fifteen
measurements per print (five per field of view). Images were taken using Mo-
tic Image Analyzing System, Version 2.0.

Statistical analyses

The collected data were subjected to various statistical analyses including
calculation of parameter means, LSD test and coefficients of variation. The
comparison of genotypes was done by Duncan's test at a = 0.05 significance
level.

RESULTS

Trichome characteristics

In this paper leaf hairs were described and classified according to the
complement of trichome types given by P e n a s et al. (1994) and L l a m a s
et al. (1995). They accepted trichome nomenclature and morphology proposed
previously by H a r d i n (1976).

In all pedunculate oak genotypes, the adaxial surface of mature leaves
contained only solitary nonglandular type of trichomes. They were single,
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Figure 1. Solitary type of trichomes on the adaxial leaf epidermis (x 400)



erect or appressed, characterized by thin walls and variable length (Figure 1).
These trichomes were situated only on the main vein. Two types of trichomes
were observed on the abaxial surface: uniseriate (glandular) and solitary hairs.
Unlike solitary hairs, uniseriate trichomes were distributed over the entire la-
mina surface, in the armpits that the secondary nerves form with the main
vein. They were multicellular and uniseriate. Their cells were thin-walled, with
exception of the oval-shaped basal cell characterized by thick walls. Going to
the top of the hair, cells became smaller, the apical cells often being missha-
pen or missing. Trichomes were mostly single, but in some genotypes two or
three were joined at the base (Figure 2, B).

Stomata characteristics

In the studied pedunculate oak genotypes, stomata were observed only on
the abaxial leaf surfaces. The stoma complex was composed of two guard
cells, characterized by thinner walls and extended lumina at their ends and
markedly thick walls in the middle part, and a spindle-like form of the apertu-
re (Figure 2).

Table 1. Stomatal density and their dimensions in Quercus robur genotypes

Genotype
Stomatal density Stomatal dimensions (�m)

(no./mm2) Length Width

4 606 cd 26.5 abc 19.4 abcd

5 606 cd 25.4 bcd 18.2 cde

6 593 cd 27.2 ab 19.5 abc

16 597 cd 25.5 bcd 18.6 cde

18 785 a 26.6 abc 18.4 cde

20 691 abc 26.0 abcd 18.9 cde
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Figure 2. Abaxial epidermal surface of a mature Q. robur leaf. A: glandular trichomes
and stomata (x 1000); B: two trichomes joined at the base (x 400).

Apical cells are often misshapen or missing.



21 763 ab 25.6 bcd 19.1 bcde

22 687 abc 25.4 bcd 17.8 e

25 791 a 25.7 bcd 20.7 a

28 595 cd 26.7 abc 18.9 cde

29 682 abc 27.6 a 20.5 ab

30 619 cd 25.5 bcd 19.7 abc

33 613 cd 25.5 bcd 19.5 abc

35 530 d 26.4 abcd 18.6 cde

38 669 bc 25.5 bcd 19.4 abcd

40 612 cd 25.8 bcd 17.9 de

85 685 abc 24.7 d 18.8 cde

Average 654.4 25.98 19.05

CV% 8.88 3.49 4.11

a Letters after the mean values denote differences among the genotypes at letter do not differ
significantly.

Statistically significant differences were observed for the dimensions and
density of stomata (Table 1). The stomata number ranged from 530 to 791 per
mm2 of leaf area. Most of the studied genotypes had between 600 and 700 sto-
mata per leaf area unit. The highest density of stomata on the abaxial leaf side
occurred in genotypes 18 and 25, the lowest in genotype 35. This characteris-
tic showed low genotype variability according to the coefficient of variation
(8.88%). The variability of stomatal dimensions, i. e., length and width, was
almost two times lower. Taking into account all genotypes, stomata had larger
length than width. The longest stomata were found in genotype 29 (27.6 �m),
the shortest in genotype 85 (224.7 �m). Stomatal width ranged from 17.8 �m
(in genotype 22) to 20.7 �m (in genotype 25). The genotype with the highest
density of stomata could be distinguished from others also by the widest
stomata. In addition, stomatal density and length were correlated negatively
(r2 = —0.13), while positive correlation was found for density and width (r2 =
0.24).

DISCUSSION

Forest trees, as well as other plant species, are exposed to fluctuating eco-
logical conditions and other negative consequences which are in part caused
by industrial development and other human activities. Their survival depends
on the ability to avoid or reduce the effect of these factors. Studies on the im-
pact of unfavorable factors of the environment, particularly of air pollution, on
morpho-anatomical changes of leaves in different tree species (Quercus, Tilia,
Acer) have shown that stomatal alterations are possible consequences (J a n -
k o v i ã, 1991). A dense trichome layer could be advantageous during leaf de-
velopment under stress conditions (K a r a b o u r n i o t i s et al., 1999). Its
protective role against biotic and abiotic environmental factors is important du-
ring early leaf development stages, to be taken over later on by the epidermis
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(K a r a b o u r n i o t i s, F a s s e a s, 1996). This may be the reason for hair
density decrease with age (L l a m a s et al., 1995).

Furthermore, leaf trichomes have often been used in taxonomy for species
identification, but with variable success. While some authors reported that
identification of some oak species could be based solely on trichome characte-
ristics (P e n a s et al., 1994; L l a m a s et al., 1995; L e e et al., 1999), B a -
å i ã (1996) could not distinguish among Q. brachyphylla Kotschy, Q. dalma-
tica Radic, and Q. pubescens Willd. using the micromorphological characteris-
tics of their trichomes, stomata, common epidermal cells and abaxial epicuticu-
lar wax.

Our results showed that trichomes were present on both leaf surfaces, alt-
hough they were more abundant in terms of density and type on the abaxial le-
af surface. Solitary nonglandular trichomes were observed on the adaxial epi-
dermis, while uniseriate glandular and solitary nonglandular trichomes were
present on the abaxial epidermis. E n g e l et al. (1993) reported that only the
abaxial side of Q. robur leaves possesses numerous glandular trichomes „as
long stretched tubes with an ovally shaped basis". Glandular trichomes of Q.
robur leaves contain an essential oil, which dissolves the wax crystalloids after
it has been released onto the leaf surface (E n g e l et al., 1993). According to
H a r d i n (1976), uniseriate trichomes are quite common in the genus Quer-
cus. G u t t e n b e r g e r (2000) found them on the abaxial epidermis in Quer-
cus x viridis, while P e n a s et al. (1994) and L l a m a s et al. (1995) obser-
ved them in many other oak species and their hybrids. The length, diameter,
and number and shape of cells of uniseriate trichomes are variable (L l a m a s
et al., 1995).

Although the density of trichomes was not assessed in this study, we ob-
served that the amount of glandular hairs varied among genotypes. For exam-
ple, genotype 25 could be distinguished from the others for a very dense tric-
home layer. Furthermore, the genotypes differed also in the pattern of glandu-
lar trichomes arrangement. Uniseriate hairs were most abundant in all geno-
types. In some cases, which differed in trichome density, two hairs would
emerge from the same basal cells (genotypes 4, 5, 6, 16, 22, 25, 28, 29, 30,
35, 38, 40 and 85). Genotypes 16, 25, and 35 could be distinguished from the
others for the presence of three joined glandular trichomes. The available liter-
ature on this subject makes no mention of similar observations. B a å i ã
(1981) reported that the lower epidermis of Q. robur leaves has tufted hairs,
which consisted of three or four cells joined only at the base, which were
planted in the epidermis.

The stomata of oak leaves have certain structural features which make
then mutually distinguishable. Considering the absence of accessory (subsidiary)
cells, the stomata of oak leaves belong to the „asektniö" type (A n e l i,
1975) or anomocytic type (M e t c a l f e and C h a l k, 1957). According to
the structure of guard cells (the markedly thick middle part of ventral walls,
thin walls and wide lumina at terminal parts, the spindle-like form of the aper-
ture), the stomata in Q. robur belong to „gantelegubovidniö" type (A n e l i,
1975). Electron-microscopic scan of the stomata of oak leaves (B a å i ã, 1981)
showed the presence of cuticular lamellae on the ventral guard cell walls. The-
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se lamellae undoubtedly reduce the intensity of transpiration. Also, there is a
protrusion arising from the outher walls of the guard cells, which overhangs
the central part of the stoma and surrounds it almost completely, reducing air
movement above the aperture.

There were significant differences in the number of stomata per unit leaf
area. Considering all genotypes studied, the average number of stomata per le-
af mm2 was 654, while the average dimensions of stomata were 26.0 x 19.1
�m. E n g e l et al. (1993) reported that the stomata in mature Q. robur leaves
were 25—30 �m long and 15—20 �m wide. Our values of stomatal length and
width are closer to the results published by B a å i ã (1982) for the peduncula-
te oak (24.0 x 19 �m), but the number of stomata in the genotypes we studied
was notably higher. It is well known that the number of stomata per unit leaf
area varies among plant species as well as among individual Quercus species.
Studying three oak species, A s h t o n and B e r l y n (1994) obtained the
highest stomatal density in Q. coccinea, followed by Q. rubra and Q. velutina.
S p e c t o r (1956) suplied data on interspecific differences among several oak
species. The variability of stomatal number and dimensions among Q. robur,
Q. cerris, and Q. fraineto species was found by B a å i ã (1982) to depend on
location, tree age and part of the leaf. Studying within- and between-tree vari-
ability of stomatal density and dimensions in Q. petraea, B r u s h i et al.
(2003) found that the observed trends in the studied parameters reflected,
among other environmental factors, the patterns of responsiveness to moisture
within the tree crown. According to A s h t o n and B e r l y n (1994), the stu-
died oak species did not vary in the stomatal length of the shaded leaves and
those exposed to sun, while the stomatal density was higher in the leaves ex-
posed to full sun as compared with those growing in the shade.

Generally, atmospheric CO2 concentration and temperature must be taken
into consideration when studying stomatal density. B e e r l i n g and C h a -
l o n e r (1993) reported that Q. robur leaves developed under the summer tem-
peratures had a reduced stomatal density compared with their spring counter-
parts. P a o l e t t i et al. (1998) studied modifications of leaf surface structures
in Q. ilex L. due to natural CO2 increase in the environment. Their results
showed that CO2 increase decreases stomatal frequency, the reduction curve al-
most equaling that obtained for the CO2 change from the preindustrial age till
the present day. Furthermore, after experiments with young Q. petraea seed-
lings grown at ambient and elevated carbon-dioxide concentrations, K u r -
s c h n e r et al. (1998) ascertained the same trend. According to B u r g h et
al. (1993), relation between atmospheric CO2 increase and stomatal density de-
crease could be used as a bioindicator of paleoatmospheric CO2 change during
last 10 million years. So, when studying genotype variability of stomatal char-
acteristics, one must have in mind that their number per unit leaf area as well
as their dimensions are strongly influenced by ecological conditions (B a å i ã,
1982).

Some characteristics of leaf anatomic structure, including stomatal den-
sity, could influence biomass production in tree species. For example, while
studying poplar clones, O r l o v i ã et al. (1994) found a positive correlation
between stomatal frequency and leaf anatomical structure on one side and bio-
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mass production on the other. Hence, parameters like these should be taken in-
to consideration in the selection and breeding of tree species.
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Rezime

U radu su prouåavane karakteristike stoma i lisnih trihoma u ciqu utvr-
ðivawa genotipske varijabilnosti. Uzorci listova su uzeti sa sedamnaest geno-
tipova hrasta luÿwaka (Quercus robur L.), koji potiåu iz vegetativne semenske
plantaÿe Banov Brod (Srem, Vojvodina). Hrast luÿwak ima hipostomatalne li-
stove. Utvrðene su statistiåki znaåajne razlike za dimenzije i broj stoma. Ge-
notipska varijabilnost duÿine i širine stoma bila je mawe izraÿena u pore-
ðewu sa wihovim brojem (CV = 8.88%). Broj stoma po jedinici površine lista
se kretao od 530 do 791. Genotipovi 18 i 25 su se izdvajili po najveãem, a geno-
tip 35 po najmawem broju stoma. Kod svih genotipova, na adaksijalnoj površi-
ni lista utvrðeno je prisustvo neÿlezdanih trihoma solitarnog tipa, dok su na
abaksijalnoj, pored neÿlezdanih, prisutne i proste-jednonizne ÿlezdane dlake.
Pojedinaåne ÿlezdane dlake su najmnogobrojnije i prisutne su kod svih genoti-
pova. Neki od wih se karakterišu prisustvom dve (genotipovi 4, 5, 6, 16, 22,
25, 28, 29, 30, 35, 38, 40, 85) ili tri (genotipovi 16, 25, 35) ÿlezdane dlake, koje
su spojene svojim bazalnim delom.
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A CONTRIBUTION TO THE STUDY OF STAND
DEGRADATION PROCESS ON THE TERRITORY

OF FRUŠKA GORA NATIONAL PARK

ABSTRACT: We analyzed the process of stand degradation of individual forest eco-
systems in the region of the zonal community Tilio-Carpino-Quercetum robori-cerris Jov.
79 located in the western part of Fruška Gora National Park. Degradation occurred is conse-
quence to regeneration felling and it progressed towards the extinction of oaks, first of all
the valuable pedunculate oak and Vergilius's oak, and then also Turkey oak. The analyzed
mature stands were degraded, coppice and mainly predominated by the Turkey oak in the
tree stratum. In juvenile stands, often initially well regenerated with Turkey oak, the domi-
nant species in the tree stratum are lime, hornbeam, flowering ash, field maple and other
secondary species, predominantly of coppice origin. Restitution of the degraded stands is
possible by applying an adequate regeneration system. Taking into account the primarily
protective function of the analyzed forest ecosystems and the fact that these are degraded
and coppice stands, the system of regeneration should be based on combined restoration.

KEY WORDS: Fruška Gora National Park, degraded stands, clear felling, regenera-
tion felling, restitution, combined restoration

INTRODUCTION

The Fruška Gora Mountain is a complex ecological and vegetation sys-
tem due to its geographical position in the southern part of the Pannonian
Plain, the size of the massif and its well-developed relief, geological-petro-
graphical, pedological as well as macro- and microclimate diversity, and rich
paleobotanic and syndynamic histories. The regional spatial plan of the Fruška
Gora Mountain till 2000 covers an area of 73,444 ha, with the national park
zone of 25,094 ha and the protection zone of 48,350 ha. Based on an ecologi-
cal-production study, the National Park has been divided into 65 forest ecosys-
tems (ecological units). According to the similar development-production char-
acteristics, they have been grouped in 43 forest types (J o v i ã et al., 1983—
1986). In the plan documents, forest management is prescribed on ecological
bases. The principal management directives are prescribed based on the actual
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state and based on the conditionally taken optimal state, under the targeted
purposes.

According to the NP „Fruška Gora" management plan data (1987—
1996), primarily protection forests occupy 77%, production-protection forests
occupy 5% and the remaining area is set aside for special purposes. The for-
ests of the Fruška Gora Mountain are mostly anthropogenic, formed by the
conversion of high forests into coppice and degraded forms (J a n k o v i ã and
M i š i ã, 1980). Coppice forests occupy 82% of the area, and the conserved
coppice stands cover the highest percentage — 73% per area and 77% per vol-
ume. Mixed stands are dominant, however, the degradation processes favored
the expansion of lime, predominantly white lime, which is presently the most
frequent species. The dominating tendency of white lime is permanently pres-
ent at the sites of numerous forest communities on the Fruška Gora Mountain.
V l a t k o v i ã and G r u j i ã (1986) report that limes cover 33% of the area
in communities of zonal oaks, and limes also invaded more than 40% of the
sites of submontane beech communities. According to the data of current for-
est management plans, limes already occupy about 35% of the area and total
volume of NP „Fruška Gora".

Due to inadequate and untimely regeneration felling, forest communities
in NP „Fruška Gora" consist mostly of the species adapted to periodically re-
peated anthropogenic effects. However, despite the adaptability, it is also pos-
sible that some species are not represented in the community. One of the main
reasons of the absence of the species regeneration is the method of regenera-
tion felling. A characteristic example is clear felling in the period when the
species did not bear fruit, so that regeneration could not occur in the felling
areas. Also, in the initially well regenerated stands, stand degradation is caused
by intraspecific competition most often between the less valuable but fast-
-growing coppice species and the slower-growing valuable oak species of seed
origin. Identical anthropogenic effects and the mentioned processes of stand
regeneration lead to still poorer, degraded stands, with the dominance of the
most resistant species. This is also how the pure lime stands were formed
( V a j d a, 1956, M i š i ã, 1979; B o b i n a c and R a d u l o v i ã 1997).

The continuous functional utilization of forests in the region of the Fru-
ška Gora Mountain depends on the maintenance of the natural composition of
species in forest ecosystems, biological stability and longevity of stands. Bio-
diversity of numerous species in the NP „Fruška Gora" can be achieved by the
maintenance and restitution of the natural composition of species in forest eco-
systems. However, the trend of coppice lime dominance in numerous forest
ecosystems does not contribute to that process. The invasion of white lime into
individual xero-mesophilic forest ecosystems on the Fruška Gora Mountain
was primarily characterized as the consequence of the intensive anthropogenic
effect. However, the authors M i š i ã et al. (1997) and D i n i ã A. et al.
(1999) do not characterize it as the degradation, but as the beginning of the
progressive succession of vegetation in the direction of the more mesophilic
forest types. Taking into account the harmonized decisions of the Regional
Spatial Plan of the Fruška Gora Mt. till 2000 and the decisions of the ecologi-
cal-typological plan of forest management, by which the realisation of numero-
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us and complex forest functions depends on the conversion of low forests into
high forests, and on the conservation and improvement of the natural stand
composition, this study is focused on the study of actual processes of stand de-
gradation and on the definition of the main causes on the sample of the selec-
ted study stands. The aim of the study is to objectify the attitudes with regard
to this issue, which is not significant only for forestry.

STUDY AREA AND METHOD

We analyzed three stands in the region of Erdevik in the management
unit „Gvozdenjak-Lice" (551), which belong to forest types in the area of the
zonal community (Tilio-Carpino-Quercetum robori-cerris J o v. 79, T o m i ã,
1991, 1992) in the western part of NP „Fruška Gora". The singled out forest
types are characterized by poly-dominant combination of several tree species
and they are floristically rich (J o v i ã et al., 1983—1986). The study stands
are situated on a flattened, mildly sloping terrain and on the deluvium, up to
the altitude of 200 m. According to the forest management plans (1987—1996
and 1997—2006), stand no. 1 is the forest of pedunculate oak, hornbeam and
Turkey oak with limes in the higher-altitude valleys (Tilio-Carpino-Quercetum
robori-cerris collinum) on deluvium (forest type 144, Compartment 1 j, area
2.58 ha). Stand no. 2 is the forest of pedunculate oak, hornbeam, Turkey oak
and lime (Carpino-Quercetum robori tilietosum) on eutric cambisol to leached
eutric cambisol (forest type 135, Compartment 9 b, area 7.80 ha). Stand no. 3
is the forest of Turkey oak and Vergilius's oak (Quercetum cerris virgiliane
xerophyllum) on the slopes, on pararendzina on loess to shallow brown soil
(forest type 381, Compartment 54 g, area 8.30 ha).

We analysed even-aged, coppice stands, conserved, aged 89—120 years,
which were clear-felled in the final stage of harvesting. The presented ele-
ments of stand structure and the measures of management are based on the da-
ta from the Management Plan for the unit „Gvozdenjak-Lice" (1987—1996).
The success of natural regeneration of oaks in the regenerated areas was asses-
sed after 6—8 years on the sample strips spaced 50 m, by the method of ocu-
lar evaluation (S t o j a n o v i ã and K r s t i ã, 2000). The abundance and spa-
tial representation of oaks was assessed in the period when oak biological
property of retaining the leaves longer than the other tree species was most
pronounced. The presented photographs illustrate the characteristics of oak
species natural regeneration, and also their extinction from the regeneration ar-
eas in the conditions of competition with other species.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Due to inadequate and untimely regeneration felling in the past, which re-
sulted in unequally favourable conditions for the regeneration of individual
species, the study mature stands can be considered as the result of regressive
succession. The most frequent species in the stands was Turkey oak, and the
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more valuable oaks were represented as individual trees. Table 1 shows that
the percentage of oaks in the total number of trees in the stands, above the
taxation limit, was more than 50%, and the percentage of pedunculate oak,
sessile oak and Vergilius's oak was 1.7—6.5%. As oaks are light demanders,
the recruitment of their seedlings in an even-aged stand structure did not oc-
cur, so the presented number of oak trees is also the total number, starting
from the saplings stage, which was represented in the stands. Other tree speci-
es with lower light requirements increased the abundance in the stands, thanks
to more frequent seed yield and more intensive coppice regeneration, after pe-
riodic disturbances of the canopy (Figure 1).

Table 1. Stand Data according to Management Plan of „Gvozdenjak-Lice" 1987—1996

Stand state per ha

Species
Stand 1 Stand 2 Stand 3

N V Iv ds hs N V Iv ds hs N V Iv ds hs

Turkey oak 104 187.0 4.3 37.0 22.3 209 326.5 6.9 33.0 23.0 108 268.7 4.7 40.0 26.6

Pedunculate
oak 6 13.0 0.3 42.0 23.4 — — — — — — — — — —

Sessile oak — — — — — 14 7.8 0.2 24.0 22.0 — — — — —

Vergilius's
oak — — — — — 12 6.3 0.2 24.0 20.0 3 4.5 0.0 40.0 28.0

Lime 62 42.0 1.1 30.0 18.5 88 40.7 1.2 24.0 19.0 60 9.1 0.7 15.0 13.7

Hornbeam 40 25.0 0.8 28.0 19.5 — — — — — 1 1.0 0.0 37.0 26.4

Flowering
ash — — — — — 58 6.6 0.2 13.0 14.0 3 0.3 0.0 13.0 15.0

Other — — — — — 14 2.6 0.0 13.0 12.0 1 2.1 0.0 47.0 27.4

Total 212 267.0 6.5 395 390.5 8.8 176 287.7 5.5

The priority stand functions, management aims and measures

Priority
function

soil protection
1st degree

soil protection
1st degree

soil protection
1st degree

Origin coppice stand coppice stand coppice stand

Management
group

stand for regular
management

stand for transition
management

stand for transition
management

Management
System Regeneration felling Regeneration felling Clear felling

Felling type Final felling Final felling —

Age 89 89 120

Year of
felling 1993/1994 1994/1995 1995/1996

Due to inadequate regeneration procedure, more valuable oaks are almost
completely absent in the newly-formed stands today, and the dominant species
are Turkey oak, lime, hornbeam, flowering ash, field maple, etc., predomi-
nantly of coppice origin. As reported in the Management Plan (1997—2006),
the stands are classified in the management group for the transitional manage-
ment. Based on the method of ocular assessment, the status of oaks in the
newly-formed stands, is as follows:
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a. regeneration area 1 — in the eighth year it was satisfactorily regenera-
ted with Turkey oak, and not sufficiently with pedunculate oak. Turkey oaks
were of seed origin and in the greater part of the area there were 5—10 tre-
es/m2, height 1.5—2.5 m, only individual trees were above 3 m high. In the
initial stages of tree growth, tree height was lower than the potential height,
due to cattle grazing (Figure 2);

b. regeneration area 2 — in the seventh year it was partly satisfactorily
regenerated with Turkey oak, and not sufficiently with other oak species. The
regeneration was richly established, with the dominant lime coppice trees, he-
ight up to 8 m, diameter up to 13 cm, flowering ash, field maple, hornbeam
and Turkey oak. Turkey oak of seed origin occurs in individual, smaller,
densely formed groups, height 2.0—4.0 m. Individual Turkey oaks surrounded
with other species are characterised by a high degree of slenderness (h:d 200)
or retarded development (height 0.5—1.0 m). Other oaks are very rare and
they have a subdominant position in the stand (Figure 3);

c. regeneration area 3 — in the sixth year it was partly satisfactorily re-
generated with Turkey oak. The dominant trees in the regeneration area are
coppice trees of lime, height up to 6 m, flowering ash, field maple, hornbeam
and Turkey oak, etc. Turkey oak of seed origin occurs in individual groups,
height 2,0—3,0 m. Individual Turkey oak trees are above 3 m high, with a
high degree of slenderness (h:d 200). A great number of trees are retarded,
height 0.5—1.0 m. Other oaks are not represented in the regeneration area (Fi-
gure 4).
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Figure 1. Structure of a mature stand
(Erdevik, GJ-551, Compartment 54 g, Photo: M. Bobinac)
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Figure 2. Abundantly formed Turkey oak regeneration in the whole area
(Erdevik, GJ-551, Compartment 1j, December 2001, photo N. Stankoviã)

Figure 3. Sessile oak and Turkey oak retarded growth compared to lime coppice
(Erdevik, GJ-551, Compartment 9b, December 2001. Photo: N. Stankoviã)



The study stands belong to vital forest ecosystems that prevent site degra-
dation, because of their fast natural regeneration after clear felling, but they
are subject to the processes of regressive succession. The main reason for Tur-
key oak dominance in the study stands, regenerated in the late 19th century, is
the interaction between the specific purpose of the forest complex and mana-
gement measures in that period in and the Turkey oak regenerative potential.
Juvenile Turkey oak grows in height somewhat faster than pedunculate oak
and sessile oak (J o v a n o v i ã, B. 2000), so it is considered as an aggressive
species in the communities with these species. The competitive force of Tur-
key oak in the juvenile period, compared to other oaks, can be explained also
by the better adaptation to different site conditions (B o b i n a c, 1997, B o -
b i n a c, 2001a, B o b i n a c, 2002a, B o b i n a c and V i l o t i ã, 1998) and
by fast growth in favourable conditions (B o b i n a c, 2000, B o b i n a c et al.,
2001).

During the last decades, due to frequent sanitation felling, as the conse-
quence of forest dying (J o v i ã et al., 1995, M a r i n k o v i ã and S t o j a -
n o v i ã, 1995, M a r k o v i ã et al., 1995), the structure of the stands was dis-
turbed and the species which are more shade-tolerant in the juvenile period oc-
cupied the underwood layer. Clear felling in the study stands was synchronised
with the years of abundant seed yield of Turkey oak trees and with the degree
of Turkey oak natural regeneration, defined in the conditions of the stand can-
opy. Due to difficult conditions of forest management operations in stands 2
and 3, although individual parts were initially well regenerated with Turkey
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Figure 4. Groups of Turkey oak in the fifth year, surrounded with coppice lime,
flowering ash, etc. (Erdevik, GJ-551, Compartment 54 g, photo: M. Bobinac)



oak, the development of many Turkey oaks gradually slowed down and the
dominant position was taken by the coppice species. Turkey oak is the domi-
nant species today in stand 1, thanks to a more favourable structure of the
underwood layer, better preparation measures and the synchronisation of clear
felling with the more abundant acorn yield of a greater number of trees. Tur-
key oak is also superior in the competition with other species. Tending measu-
res which were directed at enhancing the least valuable oak — Turkey oak in
the regeneration areas 2 and 3 were not profitable procedures. As they could
not be performed timely and frequently enough, the stands were left to the
spontaneous development till the beginning of the first thinning, i.e. the first
income. After the first thinning, we can expect the dominance of lime, and the
other species are going to be reduced to single tree or group representation
( B o b i n a c, 1996, B o b i n a c and R a d u l o v i ã, 1997).

The prevailing percentage of coppice regenerated species (lime, hornbe-
am, flowering ash, field maple, etc.) in the regeneration areas results from the-
ir higher number in the mature stands (Figure 1) and the absence of prepara-
tory measures in the regeneration phase. In such conditions, naturally or artifi-
cially regenerated pedunculate oak and other oaks barely survive, because they
are heliophytes. Pedunculate oak is also highly susceptible to the effect of var-
ious factors (B o b i n a c and K a r a d ÿ i ã, 1994, B o b i n a c, 1999). There-
fore, at the site potentials enabling the production of highly valuable oak
wood, the dominating management system is similar to that which was imple-
mented on the territory of the Fruška Gora Mountain in the previous rotations,
although the present period has better technical-technological means for estab-
lishing the conditions for the progressive succession in forest ecosystems.

There are frequent examples, as in the study stands, that degradation pro-
cess is the consequence of difficult conditions of forest management. How-
ever, based on the analysis of forest management guidelines in the Regional
Spatial Plan till 2000 for the territory of the National Park Fruška Gora and
based on the analysis of the prescribed silvicultural procedure in forest mana-
gement plans, the reasons of the degradation process in the generally difficult
management conditions, are also the imprecise management guidelines and im-
precisely prescribed measures of forest management in the stands intended for
regeneration. Due to the imprecise (and thus unbinding), not harmonised in ti-
me and often inadequate measures of forest management in the valid legal do-
cuments (management plans), and due to the identical or corrected decisions in
the implementation documents (annual working plans), the trend of stand deg-
radation has continued for several decades. Thus, for example, Forest Manage-
ment Plans (Table 1) in the stands 1 and 2 prescribe regeneration method in
the form of regeneration felling with a short regeneration period, and the type
of felling in the plan period is final felling. Final felling in the temporal series
of regeneration fellings means the final cutting (J o v a n o v i ã, 1988), i.e., it
means a measure for the final removal of the remaining crop trees, aiming at
the complete liberation and undisturbed development of the targeted establis-
hed seedlings of the present species or species designated in the typological
plan. When this is not the case, in the adopted system of forest management,
final felling should not be a priori prescribed in legal documents (nor should it
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be implemented even if prescribed in legal documents) if regeneration is not
made possible in the stand or if the development of seedlings is not possible at
the time of final felling. Also, as the main function of the analysed stand on
ecological principles is the first degree of protection against water erosion, or
the first degree of water conservation, and as the stand is the tourist-recreation
centre, this requires the prescription of measures which will optimally contri-
bute to the above purposes in practice.

According to plan documents, forest management in the National Park
Fruška Gora is based on general ecological principles and special requirements
that result from its status as a protected natural resource, and also in agreement
with the demands of forestry profession. Among the demands of forestry pro-
fession, which change with numerous effects, innovation processes and increa-
sing needs, silvicultural measures harmonised with site conditions and stand
state, by which the above demands are expressed in forest ecosystems, are tra-
ditionally clear, both terminologically and essentially, and they are also harmo-
nised with general ecological principles. Taking into account Turkey oak dom-
inance in study stands and the biological potential of Turkey oak seed yield
( B o b i n a c, 2002 b), the continuity of this species can be maintained in the
newly established stands by the prescribed system of forest management (rege-
neration felling) and felling type (final cutting) in forest management plans,
under the change of silvicultural form, as shown in stand 1. Regeneration fell-
ing must be synchronised with the primary and the most significant factor of
natural regeneration — abundant yield of a great number of trees on the prepa-
red areas. However, this procedure only partially improves the previous state
of the stands and the production level, and it does not improve the natural
composition and the biological stability, as the base of the functional utilisa-
tion of forest resources in future. According to the typological (ecological) ba-
se and the general ecological principles, the system of forest management by
regeneration felling in such stands requires the prescription of the combined
regeneration.

In the phase of stand regeneration, forest management plans in NP „Fru-
ška Gora", as the real demands of forestry profession for stand harvesting and
stand improvement, must be based on the precisely prescribed regeneration
system. The imprecisely prescribed system and the inadequate restoration lead
to the continuation of degradation processes in the newly established stands.
Such stands will not contribute to the future rational utilisation of the site pro-
duction potential or to numerous other functions of forests in the National
Park Fruška Gora.

Lime is an important and valuable tree species and a factor of progressive
succession in closed stands, but also it is a potential factor of regressive suc-
cession in the phase of oak stand regeneration and a factor of regressive suc-
cession when it dominates if it is vegetatively reproduced on regeneration are-
as. In individual oak ecosystems on Fruška Gora, the apparently contradictory
role of lime can best be controlled by the adoption of management system pre-
scribing the cultivation of highly valuable oaks according to the typological
base.
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CONCLUSIONS

Stand degradation of individual forest types in the region of the zonal
community (Tilio-Carpino-Quercetum robori-cerris J o v. 79) in western part
of NP „Fruška Gora" is the consequence of clear felling. It develops in the di-
rection of oak extinction, primarily more valuable pedunculate oak, Vergilius's
oak, and then also Turkey oak.

The stands established in the previous rotation are characterised by the
dominance of Turkey oak, predominantly of coppice origin. The dominant spe-
cies in the newly established „naturally regenerated" stands in the initial phase
are often lime, hornbeam, flowering ash and field maple, predominantly of
coppice origin, with the marked tendency of lime dominance.

The coenological structure of stands after clear felling is decided by the
increased percentage of the more sciophytic species in the mature stands and
their biological potential, predominantly, vegetative regeneration.

The natural composition of species of seed origin can ensure the produc-
tion of highly valuable oaks, biological stability and longevity of stands, as
opposed to more or less degraded forms. The restitution of the degraded stands
with more or less disturbed natural composition of species is possible in the
phase of regeneration by prescribing the adequate regeneration system and by
the implementation of modern technological solutions in the restoration proce-
dure.
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PRILOG PROUÅAVAWU PROCESA DEGRADACIJE SASTOJINA
NA PODRUÅJU NP „FRUŠKA GORA"

Martin T. Bobinac
Šumarski fakultet, Kneza Višeslava 1, 11030 Beograd,

Srbija i Crna Gora

Rezime

Analiziran je proces degradacije sastojina koje pripadaju pojedinim šum-
skim ekosistemima u regionu zonalne zajednice u zapadnom delu NP „Fruška
gora" (Tilio-Carpino-Quercetum robori-cerris J o v. 79). Degradacija je posledica
primewivanih seåa pri obnavqawu sastojina, a odvija se u pravcu nestajawa
hrastova, prvo vrednijih luÿwaka, krupnolisnog medunca, a zatim i cera. Sa-
stojine nastale u prethodnoj ophodwi su sa dominacijom cera u prvom spratu,
preteÿno izdanaåkog porekla, a u novoformiranim sastojinama, åesto i poået-
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no dobro podmlaðenim sa cerom, pri daqem spontanom razvoju u prvom spratu
dominiraju lipa, grab, crni jasen i druge vrste, preteÿno izdanaåkog porekla.
Na cenološku izgraðenost mladih sastojina opredequjuãe utiåe poveãano uåe-
šãe vrsta drveãa koje više podnose zasenu u zrelim sastojinama i wihov bio-
loški potencijal, prevashodno, vegetativne regeneracije. Zaustavqawe regre-
sivne sukcesije u sastojinama i wihovo restituirawe moguãe je u fazi obnavqa-
wa propisivawem odgovarajuãeg sistema obnavqawa i doslednom primenom sa-
vremenih tehnoloških rešewa u obnovnom postupku. Imajuãi u vidu priori-
tetnu zaštitnu funkciju sastojina i åiwenicu da dominiraju izdanaåke-oåuva-
ne, a cenološki osiromašene sastojine, sistem obnavqawa putem oplodne seåe
treba zasnivati na kombinovanoj obnovi. U pojedinim hrastovim ekosistemima
na Fruškoj gori naizgled kontradiktorna uloga lipe, vaÿne vrste drveãa i kao
faktora progresivne sukcesije u sklopqenim sastojinama, ali time, i kao po-
tencijalnog faktora regresivne sukcesije u fazi wihovog obnavqawa i kao fak-
tora regresivne sukcesije kada dominira vegetativno regenerisana na podmlad-
nim površinama, najboqe se moÿe prevazilaziti usvajawem i propisivawem
sistema gazdovawa pri kojem ãe se gajiti visoko vredno drvo razliåitih hrasto-
va prema tipološkim karakteristikama.
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THE EFFECT OF USE OF NITROGEN-FIXATORS
IN FORAGE PEA PRODUCTION

ABSTRACT: Microorganisms are the most numerous group of living organisms in
the pedosphere. They encompass bacteria, viruses, fungi, algae, protozoa and lichens. Their
numbers amount to several million per one gram of absolutely dry soil while their biomass
amounts to 5—20 tons per hectare.

The aims of this investigation were to examine the effect of application of root nodu-
le bacteria (single strain, mixture of strains, microbiological fertilizer „Nitragin") on the to-
tal number of microorganisms, the numbers of fungi, actinomycetes, azotobacters, free ni-
trogen-fixing bacteria and ammonifiers and the activity of dehydrogenase, as well as how
the application of bacteria affects some parameters of nitrogen fixation (dry mater mass,
percentage and content of nitrogen).

In the variant with „Nitragin", the total number of microorganisms and the numbers
of fungi, azotobacters and free N-fixing bacteria increased. The largest number of actino-
mycetes was found in the variant with the mixture of strains. The largest number of ammo-
nifiers was found in the variant with the single strain. The dehydrogenase activity, dry ma-
ter mass, percentage and content of nitrogen were increased in the variants with the single
strain and the mixture of strains.

KEY WORDS: microorganisms, soil, nitrogen fixation

INTRODUCTION

Microorganisms are the most numerous living organisms in the pedosphe-
re, which exert influence on soil fertility. Soil microorganisms include bacte-
ria, fungi, algae, protozoa, viruses and lichens. The number of microorganisms
goes up to several million per one gram in absolutely dry soil, and their bio-
mass amounts to five to twenty tons per hectare. The number and activity of
certain groups of microorganisms are specific for each soil type (G o v e d a -
r i c a and J a r a k, 1995). Nitrogen is a major element that influences the pro-
duction of organic substances and yield performance of agricultural crops. The
atmosphere is an important and inexhaustible source of nitrogen. According to
FAO records (1993), about 175x105 tons of nitrogen a year return to the gro-
und in the process known as nitrogen fixation. This process can be performed
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without the presence of microorganisms or it may be helped by microorgan-
isms — nitrogen-fixing bacteria. Depending on the relation between the micro-
organism and the plant, biological nitrogen fixation is classified as symbiotic,
free and associative. Soil pH, moisture, temperature, mineral and organic fertil-
izers and agricultural chemicals are factors that exert influence on the process
of nitrogen fixation (G o v e d a r i c a and J a r a k 1995).

The goal of this research was to examine and determine how the use of
root nodule bacteria affects the number and activity of microorganisms, as
well as how it affects some parameters of nitrogen fixation (plant mass, per-
cent and content of nitrogen in the plant).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The experiment was carried out in the location of Kljajiãevo. The type of
soil was chernozem.

Seeds of the forage pea variety Junior were inoculated with „Nitragin" (a
commercial microbiological preparation made at the Institute of Field and Ve-
getable Crops, Novi Sad), Rhizobium leguminosarum bv. viciae strain 20 GH
and a mixture of strains (20GH, D1 and 897) obtained from the microbiology
laboratory of the Faculty of Agriculture, Novi Sad. The control variant was
not inoculated.

Soil samples for microbiological analyses were taken during pea flower-
ing from a soil layer of 0—30 cm. The samples were analyzed for the total
number of microorganisms, the number of fungi, actinomycetes, free N-fixing
bacteria and ammonifiers and dehydrogenase activity. The total number of mi-
croorganisms was determined by the method of P o s h o n and T a r d i u x
(1963). The number of fungi was determined on Czapek-Dox medium, the
number of actinomycetes on the synthetic Waksman-Carey medium. The num-
ber of free N-fixing bacteria was determined on Feodorov's medium with mic-
roelements. The number of azotobacters was determined on Feodorov's medi-
um by the fertile drop method (A n d e r s o n, 1965).

The number of microorganisms was calculated in 1 gram of absolutely
dry soil. The activity of dehydrogenase was determined using the spectrofoto-
metric method of T h a l m a n n (1968). The effectiveness of nitrogen fixation
was determined using the dry mass of plant (g), percent and content of nitro-
gen in the plant.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Microorganisms and products of their metabolism are the living compo-
nent of soil and they are one of the parameters of soil fertility.

Live cells of microorganisms are introduced into the soil by bacterization
of legumes. This changes the relations inside the microbiological population in
the rhizosphere (J a r a k et al., 1994). Beside nitrogen fixing, nodular bacteria
also produce organic matter of polysaccharide and protein type, which increa-
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ses the content of nutrients needed by the resident soil microorganisms (E g e -
r a a t, 1975).

The bacterization of seeds of the pea varieties Karina and Pionir with ef-
fective strains of Rhizobium leguminosarum bv. viciae (S t r n i š a, 1999) indi-
cated the positive influence of bacterization on the total number of bacteria,
number of actinomycetes and the activity of dehydrogenase in rhizospheric
soil at the beginning of growing season.

In this study, the numbers of all examined groups of microorganisms
were extremely high. According to numerous authors, chernozem is the soil
type that provides favorable conditions for the growth of microorganisms
( G o v e d a r i c a et al., 1993, M i l o š e v i ã, 1990).

In the examined location, the total number of bacteria and the numbers of
fungi, azotobacters and free nitrogen-fixing bacteria were significantly increa-
sed in the variant with „Nitragin" application (Tables 1 and 2).

Table 1. Total number of microorganisms (TN), numbers of actinomycetes and fungi and the
activity of dehydrogenase in pea rhizosphere

Variant TN 107 g—1

of soil
Actinomycetes

105 g—1 of soil
Fungi 104 g—1

of soil

Dehydrogenase
�g TPF per g

of soil

Control 791.62 9.18 4.92 193.67

„Nitragin" 954.81 4.43 12.44 308.00

Strain 20GH 606.15 5.06 2.79 315.33

D1+897+20GH 730.53 12.54 6.78 345.00

LSD 5% 11.34 0.65 1.34 7.69

LSD1% 17.18 0.99 2.04 11.65

Table 2. Numbers of azotobacter, free N-fixing bacteria and ammonifiers in pea rhizosphere

Variant Azotobacter
102 g—1 of soil

Free N-fixing bacteria
105 g—1 of soil

Ammonifiers
106 g—1 of soil

Control 51.49 423.43 1050.70

„Nitragin" 55.02 738.85 884.72

Strain 20GH 35.36 417.37 1379.90

D1+897+20GH 31.80 357.88 1138.40

LSD 5% 2.25 37.86 9.52

LSD 1% 3.41 57.35 14.28

The inoculations performed with strain 20 GH and the mixture of strains
showed that the latter was more effective. The application of nodular bacteria,
both directly by inoculation and as microbiological fertilizer, tended to stimu-
late the activity of dehydrogenase.

Rhizobium leguminosarum bv. viciae strains develop nodules on pea roots
which bind elemental nitrogen — 20 kg—200 kg N ha—1 are bound annually
( W a n i et al., 1995). Significant amounts of organic matter are left in the
soil after harvest. After mineralization, forms of nitrogen are made which are
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accessible to the next crop. Effective symbiotic relationship leads to an increa-
sed protein content in the seed (J a r a k et al., 1997), which is of great impor-
tance for agricultural production.

In this study, the values of plant mass, the content and percent of nitro-
gen were inconsistent (Table 3).

Table 3. Effect of bacterization on plant mass, % and content of nitrogen in forage pea plants

Variant Plant dry mass (g) % of N N content
(mg per plant)

Control 4.06 3.94 162.47

„Nitragin" 3.33 4.27 138.80

20GH strain 4.20 4.76 183.10

D1+897+20GH 4.66 4.65 216.46

LSD 5% 1.42 1.52 58.94

LSD1% 2.15 2.30 89.29

Increase in plant mass and the content and percent of nitrogen occurred in
the variants with strain 20 GH and the mixture of strains while „Nitragin" did
not produce such effects (Table 3).

An important factor that affects the process of nitrogen fixation is mutual
compatibility between the host and nodular bacteria (L i e, 1974; O h l e n -
d o r f, 1986). Compatibility depends on lectin, a root exudate that makes the
structure of the surface layer of root hairs, and on polysaccharides that are
synthesized by microorganisms. The importance of compatibility between plant
variety and bacterial strain was confirmed for other legumes, too (J a r a k et
al., 1992, M i l i ã et al., 1999). In the soil that contains a high amount of ni-
trogen (the chernozem soil), the efficiency of nitrogen fixation was reduced, as
implied by the results of B o l m a n and W a s s e y (1997).

CONCLUSION

The numbers of all examined group of microorganisms were high, which
is characteristic of the chernozem soil.

In the variant with „Nitragin", the total number of microorganisms ad the
numbers of fungi, azotobacters and free N-fixing bacteria significantly increa-
sed.

The number of actinomycetes was the largest in the variant with the mix-
ture of strains; the number of ammonifiers was largest in the variant with the
single strain.

The mixture of strains and strain 20GH had a positive influence on
dehydrogenase activity in the soil and plant mass and the content and percent
of nitrogen in the plant.
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Rezime

Ogled je postavqen na lokalitetu Kqajiãevo. Tip zemqišta je bio åerno-
zem.

Seme stoånog graška sorte Junior inokulisano je sa Nitraginom (mikro-
biološki preparat Nauånog instituta za ratarstvo i povrtarstvo Novi Sad),
sa sojem Rhizobium leguminosarum bv. viciae, 20 GH i smešom sojeva 20 GH, D1 i
897 u istim odnosima (iz mikrobiološke laboratorije Poqoprivrednog fakul-
teta u Novom Sadu). Kontrolna varijanta nije inokulisana. Svaka varijanta je
postavqena u tri ponavqawa na ukupnoj površini od jednog hektara.

Uzorci zemqišta za mikrobiološke analize su uzimani u fazi cvetawa
graška iz rizosferne zone do dubine od 30 cm. U ispitivanim uzorcima ze-
mqišta odreðivan je ukupan broj mikroorganizama, gqiva, aktinomiceta, azoto-
baktera, oligonitrofila, amonifikatora i aktivnost dehidrogenaze. Efektiv-
nost azotofiksacije odreðivana je preko suve mase biqke (g), % i sadrÿaja azota
u biqci (mg).

Brojnost svih ispitivanih grupa mikroorganizama bila je visoka i karak-
teristiåna za åernozem. Na varijanti gde je primewen Nitragin dobijeno je
statistiåki znaåajno poveãawe ukupnog broja mikroorganizama, gqiva, azoto-
baktera i oligonitrofila. Brojnost aktinomiceta bila je najznaåajnija na va-
rijanti inokulisanoj sa pojedinaånim sojem. Aktivnost dehidrogenaze bila je
najveãa na varijantama gde je primewen pojedinaåan soj ili smeša sojeva. Na
poveãawe mase biqke, sadrÿaj i procenat azota pozitivno je delovala smeša
sojeva i soj 20GH.
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MINERALOGICAL COMPOSITION OF SOLOD

ABSTRACT: The objective of the present study was to investigate in detail the mine-
ralogical soil composition in order to obtain a clearer picture of the extent to which it and
the related pedogenetic process taking place in locations marked as solods on the R =
1:50,000 soil map of the Vojvodina Province (N e j g e b a u e r et al., 1971) correspond to
the solodization process described in the literature.

In the profiles of the soils we studied in the regions of western Baåka and southern
Srem, illite was the dominant clay mineral, but some specific phenomena were also obser-
ved that from the pedogenetic point of view are typical of a soil type previously described
in the literature (solod), namely the greater contribution of quartz in the surface horizons of
the total soil sample (which is indicative of clay mineral decomposition and destruction),
the predominance of illite and kaolinite in the surface horizons of the clay fraction, and the
fact that in the Bt,g horizon the kaolinite content decreased considerably and illuviation oc-
curred of chlorite and vermiculite, two highly dispersive minerals from the smectite group.

KEY WORDS: mineralogical soil composition, mineralogical composition of clay
fraction, solod

INTRODUCTION

Minerals account for around 60% of the volume of most soils. The de-
composition of primary minerals releases substances necessary for plant nutri-
tion. These substances are retained in secondary minerals, which are indicators
of the rate of decomposition, while the presence or absence of a particular mi-
neral is indicative of processes that lead to the development of a given soil
type.

Problems of halomorphic soils study, amelioration and utilization are as
relevant today as ever both internationally and domestically. An overview of
our country's previous research in the field shows that solod has received less
attention than the other types of halomorphic soils (solonchak and solonetz).
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According to B a z i l e v i c h (1967), the solodization process involves
the decomposition of the mineral portion of the soil, relocation of the decom-
position products and their retention in the illuvial horizon, and the formation
of secondary clay minerals.

R o d e (1969) reports that intensive changes of secondary clay minerals
continue within the eluvial horizon during the solodization process, while the
primary minerals (feldspars) stay almost intact.

A l e k s a n d r o v i ã et al. (1973) studied the mineralogical composition
of solod near the village of Åelarevo and found that montmorillonite (smectite)
had leached to a greater depth than in solonchak and solonetz. Carbonates, too,
leached away completely down to 65 cm depth. Among clay minerals, illite
dominated throughout the profile, followed by chlorite and vermiculite. There
was no clear evidence of kaolinite, while quartz was found in traces.

According to A d a m (1983), the mineralogical composition of the clay
fraction of Slavonia-Baranja solod is characterized by the presence of montmo-
rillonite (smectite), chlorite, vermiculite, illite, kaolinite and quartz. Based on
the mineral distribution down the profile, the author concluded that a complete
leaching of montmorillonite from the A/E horizons had occurred in the solod
concerned.

Explaining the solodization process, G l a z o v s k a (1981) argues that
clay minerals saturated with sodium under occasional surface overwetting con-
ditions will gradually disperse and leach away. Also, in part due to their large
specific surface area, the clay minerals will undergo hydrolytic decomposition
under the influence of water saturated with H2CO3.

According to K o v d a and R o z a n o v a (1988), the mineral composi-
tion of the clay fraction of solods formed on loess is dominated by hydromica
and mixed-layer silicates of the smectite — hydromica type, and kaolinites and
illites are also present. The amount of smectite, an expanding (swelling) mine-
ral, is smaller in the eluvial part of the profile compared with the illuvial one.

The objective of the present study was to investigate in detail the minera-
logical soil composition in order to obtain a clearer picture of the extent to
which the pedogenetic process taking place in locations marked as solods on
the R = 1:50,000 soil map of the Vojvodina Province (N e j g e b a u e r et al.,
1971) correspond to the solodization process described in the literature.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A total of 21 pedological profiles were opened in representative locations
marked as solods or solods and solonetz on the R 1:50,000 soil map of Vojvo-
dina and sampled for soil laboratory tests. Twelve of these profiles were loca-
ted in the agroclimatic region of western Baåka and nine in southern Srem.

Western Baåka locations:

Profile 1 — Deronje, Branjevina site
Profile 2 — Deronje, Ceriã site
Profile 3 — Mali Baå, Puÿar site
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Profile 4 — Mali Baå, Puÿar site
Profile 5 — Boðani, Boðanski Hrastik site
Profile 6 — Boðani, Komorska Šuma site
Profile 7 — Mladenovo, Sv. Petar and Pavel site
Profile 8 — Baåka Palanka, Novi Majur site
Profile 9 — Åelarevo, Åibska Šuma site
Profile 10 — Veternik, Pašnjak site
Profile 11 — Veternik, Pašnjak site
Profile 21 — Bezdan, Sekeš site

Southern Srem locations:

Profile 12 — Ogar, Lošinci site
Profile 13 — Ogar, Matijevica site
Profile 14 — Ogar, Široka Bara site
Profile 15 — Obreÿ, Ševinjak site
Profile 16 — Ašanja, Pustara site
Profile 17 — Petrovåiã, Draška Bara site
Profile 18 — Petrovåiã, Dobanovaåki Zabran site
Profile 19 — Vitojevci, Janåev Do
Profile 20 — Grabovci, Grabovaåko Ostrvo—Ðurðevo Polje site

The soil unit characterization was done according to the principles of the
current classification of Yugoslav soils (Š k o r i ã et al., 1985), in which solod
is not mentioned as a soil type.

Based on detailed field and laboratory analyses, it was determined that all
of the profiles exhibited clear signs of hydromorphism caused by surface and
ground water action and had prounounced textural differentiation between the
Aoh, Eg, Aoh/Eg horizon and the Btg horizon as well as that in some of the
profiles the presence of adsorbed Na exceeded 15% of T, all of which resulted
in the following soil unit categorization:

ORDER: HYDROMORPHIC
CLASS: GLEYIC
TYPE: PSEUDOGLEY SOIL (formerly solod)

This type includes two subtypes:
— one with a prounounced Eg horizon of the Aoh-Eg-Btg-BCG-CG

composition, which encompasses profiles 3, 6, 7, 12 and 13 (solod 1); and
— one with no prounounced Eg horizon of the Aoh/Eg-Btg-BCG-CG

composition, which encompasses profiles 5, 9, 14, 19 and 20 (solod 2).

ORDER: HALOMORPHIC
CLASS: SOLONETZ
TYPE: SOLONETZ

This type includes two subtypes:
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— a pseudogley one with the Aoh-Eg-Btg, na-BCG-CG composition (so-
lonetz 1), variety: typical, form: deep, which includes profiles 1, 2, 4, 10 and
11; and

— a typical one with the Aoh/Eg-Btg, na-BCG-CG composition (solo-
netz 2),

variety: non-saline (profiles 8, 15, 16, 17 and 21)
saline, chloride-sulphate (profile 18)

form: shallow (profile 21)
medium deep (profile 17)
deep (profiles 8, 15, 16 and 18)

The mineralogical composition of the total soil sample was determined
using selected representative samples of profiles 1, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 15, 17 and
20, while the mineralogical composition of the clay fraction was determined
using all the horizons of profiles 7 and 17. During the sample selection, we
made sure that all soil units from the soils of both western Baåka and southern
Srem were represented.

Analyses of the mineralogical soil composition were performed in the
laboratory of the Faculty of Agriculture in Zemun. The mineralogical composi-
tion of the total soil sample was determined by the X-ray-diffraction (XDR)
analysis of non-oriented powdered samples after crushing in a McCronne cy-
lindrical mill at 10 �m and lyophilization in a vacuum. Determination of clay
minerals (< 2 �m) was carried out on oriented preparations: air-dry, saturated
with ethylene glycol and potassium and progressively heated (300°C and
500°C) according to B r i n d l y and B r o w n (1980). The X-ray diagrams
were obtained using SIMENS D-5000, 2 kW diffractometer, in Co K� radia-
tion.

To identify and quantify soil minerals and clay fractions, we used the
DRX Win 1.4c (1996) computer package, while the deconvolution subpackage
was used for the separation of complex peaks. Semiquantitative analysis of the
levels of clay minerals was performed using the adiabatic method, while clay
mineral identification was carried out by the clay method of T h o r e z J.
(1989).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Mineralogical composition of the soil sample

Looking at the average mineralogical composition of the soil across the
profile depth, great similarity can be noticed in all of the four soil types invol-
ved in the study. Such composition is typical of soils formed on loess, which
was the parent substrate of all the profiles studied.

Reflecting the parent substrate, the soil composition was dominated by
quartz, feldspar, and mica, accompanied by smaller quantities of clay minerals,
calcites, chlorites, goethites and amphiboles (Graphs 1 and 2).
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The quartz content of pseudogley soils (solod 1 and 2) ranged from 34.44
to 61.37%, while that of solonetz varied between 42.57 and 58.94%. In all of
the profiles under study, highest quartz contents were found in the surface ho-
rizons (Aoh and Aoh/Eg), with gradual decreases of quartz levels with depth
(Table 1).
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Graph 1. Mineralogical composition means (%) of total soil sample of pseudogley
(solod 1 and 2) for the entire profile

Graph 2 Mineralogical composition means (%) of total soil sample of solonetz
(solonetz 1 and 2) for the entire profile



Tab. 1 Quartz/plagioclase ratio in total soil sample

Profile Location Horizon Depth, cm Quartz Plagioclase Ratio

PSEUDOGLEY
— GLEY ZONE % %

6 Boðani

Aoh 3—14 56.42 21.14 3.66

Eg 14—26 52.40 18.93 2.77

Bfe 26—66 49.76 18.97 2.62

7 Mladenovo

Aoh 0—8 52.29 18.02 2.90

Eg 8—20 53.63 18.66 2.87

Btg 20—71 53.70 18.81 2.85

9 Åelarevo
Aoh/Eg 0—40 53.68 19.39 2.77

Btg 40—88 47.94 21.22 2.26

20 Grabovci

O 0—10 61.37 14.06 4.36

Aoh/Eg 10—25 53.56 20.12 2.66

Btfe 25—85 48.11 20.52 2.34

SOLONETZ SOIL

1 Deronje

Aoh 0—5 57.77 16.72 3.46

Eg 5—19 51.06 22.80 2.24

Btg, na 19—60 50.03 22.33 2.24

4 Mali Baå

Aoh 0—9 56.93 16.06 3.54

Eg 9—19 54.53 17.93 3.04

Btg, na 19—58 45.26 18.81 2.40

11 Futog

Aoh 0—10 51.32 16.96 3.02

Eg 10—24 49.18 21.53 2.28

Btg, na 24—67 42.57 21.54 1.98

8 Mladenovo
Aoh/Eg 0—18 53.99 21.36 3.40

Btg, na 18—71 50.16 17.66 2.84

15 Obreÿ

Aoh/E 0—24 58.94 17.05 3.46

Bt, na 24—40 54.35 18.76 2.89

Btfe, na 40—95 48.17 17.13 2.66

17 Petrovåiã

Aoh/Eg 0—12 57.09 16.62 3.44

Btg, na 12—36 56.42 14.22 3.96

Bt, na 36—70 45.38 12.95 3.50

The most common among the feldspars from the study were sodium pla-
gioclases. The total plagioclase content (Ca plagioclases + Na plagioclases) of
pseudogley soils ranged between 14.06 and 21.14% and that of solonetz be-
tween 7<.19 and 12.71%.

Other clay minerals commonly found in pseudogley soils include kandites
(halloysite and kaolinite), vermiculites and smectites as well as small amounts
of mixed layer silicates (MLS).

According to B a z i l e v i c h (1967), the solodization process involves
the decomposition of the soil's mineral component, relocation of the decompo-
sition products and their retention in the illuvial horizon, and the formation of
secondary clay minerals. This theory is supported by:
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— a clear difference between the E and B horizon in the mineralogical
composition of the colloidal fraction. Typical for the E horizon are hydromica,
and there is a noticeable presence of kaolinite and quartz, while montmorillo-
nite is characteristic of the B horizon;

— a higher quartz to plagioclase ratio of the E horizon compared with
the B and CG horizons;

— the existence of characteristic ortstein formations in the E horizon;
— the variation of migrating capability of various chemical elements aro-

und the profile;
— the high concentrations in both the soil and the colloidal fraction of

mobile forms of SiO2 and R2O3, which originate from the degradation of the
soil's mineral component.

After calculating the quartz/plagioclase ratio (Table 1), we can see that it
was higher in all of the surface horizons than in the Bt,g and Bt,g ones in the
pseudogley soils as well as in solonetz, which, according to Bazilevich, is one
of the indicators of solodization, i.e., of the degradation of the mineral compo-
nent of a soil's surface horizons.

Mineralogical composition of the clay fraction

Clay minerals greatly influence many soil properties and many processes
taking place in the soil. Hence, they are an important factor in determining soil
fertility.
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Graph. 3. Mineralogical composition means (%) of clay fraction for the entire profile
of pseudogleys (solod 1, profile 7) and typical solonetz (solonetz 2, profile 17)



The mineral content of the clay fraction was analyzed in all the horizons
of profile 7 (Mladenovo, Z. Baåka) as a representative of pseudogley (solod)
soils and profile 17 (Petrovåiã, J. Srem) as a representative of solonetz soils.

A look at the mean values of the clay fraction mineral content in both of
the profiles (Graph 3) reveals great similarity between them. In both profiles,
minerals from the illite group were the most common component (50%), fol-
lowed by different varieties of MLS (17—18%), kandites (halloysite and kaoli-
nite, 15—16%), smectites and Fe smectites (around 12%) and minor amounts
of chlorites and vermiculites.

Looking at the individual values within the profiles, we can notice differ-
ent distributions and redistributions of particular mineral groups across the ho-
rizons, although there was a similarity between the two profiles in this regard
as well (Table 2).

Minerals from the illite and kandite groups (kaolinite and halloysite) were
found mostly in the surface horizons. Their levels dropped gradually with
depth and were at their lowest in the transitional horizon (BC) or the parent
substrate/re-deposited loess (C horizon).

The mixed-layer silicates (MLS) had a more complex composition than
the simple clay minerals and were formed by pedogenetic processes where
they underwent interstratification in different ratios. Among the MLSs studied,
the most common were vermiculite-smectite ones. Their levels increased with
depth and were the highest in the parent substrate.

According to K o s t i ã (2000), the decomposition of mica may bypass
the vermiculite phase during pedogenesis and lead to the formation of smecti-
tes. In soils formed under temperate climate conditions, smectites are highly
important minerals because of their small dimensions, high specific surface
area and great adsorptive capacity. Smectites dehydrate faster, that is, they lose
water easily, whereas vermiculites rehydrate faster, i.e., they readily reabsorb
the lost water into their structure. During drying, smectites shrink and the soil
cracks, but wetting makes them swell again. Such behavior (shrinking/swell-
ing) is most pronounced in smonitza and vertic soils rich in smectites (K o s t i ã,
2000).

The levels of smectite, chlorite and vermiculite minerals, which were
lowest in the surface horizons, gradually increased with depth. Significant in-
creases in the concentrations of these minerals were observed in the Btg hori-
zon of the pseudogley soil (solod) relative to the rest of the horizons, espe-
cially in the case of Fe smectites, whose presence may be indicative of iso-
morphic series of newly formed smectites.

The increased presence of smectites and vermiculites in the Btg horizon
of solod and the Btg,na horizon of solonetz is closely linked with the highly
unfavorable water-air properties of these soils.

Numerous smectite varieties can be found in nature as a result of ionic
changes in the tetrahedral and octahedral positions of minerals. The smectite
minerals are always found in small-grain particles and dioctahedral varieties
are the predominant type found in the soil. Their chemical composition varies
among three members of the isomorphic series: montmorillonite, beidellite and
nontronite (feri smectite). In some environments characterized by high acidity
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and aggresive humus (the mor type), gaps occur in the tetrahedral sheet, lead-
ing to the formation of special transformational smectites. The cation satura-
tion of such smectites with potassium immediately restores the structure of the
parent (initial) illite. However, in the presence of higher concentrations of K
ion in the solution, a partial fixation of these ions takes place in the interlayer
accompanied by either structural contraction or collapse.
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Figure 1. X-ray diagrams of clay fraction in horizons of profiles 7 and 17



In some soil types, continuous isomorphic series can be observed between
beidellites, via fero-beidellites to nontronites. In that case, we can no longer
speak of transformational smectites; what we have instead are minerals created
in situ in the soil, i.e., smectites newly formed from water solutions. Proof of
their presence is provided by treating the minerals with KCl (introduction of K
ions, the K-test). In such a case, the newly formed smectites do not shrink ir-
reversibly (their structure does not collapse) but they retain the capability for
expansion of the interlayer space, i.e., the ability to swell (K o s t i ã, 2000).

Figures 1 and 2 show the results of the study of the distribution of the
smectite phases in pseudogley soil (profile 7) and solonetz (profile 17). Figure
2 clearly shows that the Aoh and Eg horizons of the pseudogley soil contained
transformational smectites and the smectite/vermiculite-type MLSs (SM-VM),
while the Btg and BCG horizons also included newly formed smectites (SMNF)
formed in situ by argillosynthesis from water solutions. In solonetz, the newly
formed smectites appeared in the Btg,na, Btg and BG horizons.

91

Figure 2. Distribution of smectite phases in clay fraction
in horizons of profiles 7 and 17



CONCLUSIONS

Based on our study of mineralogical soil composition, it can be conclu-
ded that illite was the dominant clay mineral in the pseudogley profile. How-
ever, the following specific phenomena were also observed that from the pedo-
genetic point of view are typical of solod, a soil type previously described in
the literature:

— The greater contribution of quartz in the surface horizons of the total
soil sample, which may be indicative of clay mineral decomposition and de-
struction;

— Illite and kaolinite dominated in the surface horizons of the clay frac-
tion, while in the Bt,g horizon the kaolinite content decreased considerably
and illuviation occurred of chlorite and vermiculite, two highly dispersive min-
erals from the smectite group. The increased presence of smectites and vermic-
ulites in the Btg horizon of the pseudogley soil was closely connected with its
clayey mechanical composition and highly unfavorable air-water properties;

— The increased concentrations of the Fe-smectite mineral and the re-
sults of the K-test (distribution of smectite phases) in the Btg horizon of the
pseudogley soil relative to the other horizons suggested that there appeared
isomorphic series of the newly formed smectites;

— The great similarity in mineralogical composition between the pseudo-
gley soil and solonetz indicated a genetic linkage between these two soil types.
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MINERALOŠKI SASTAV SOLOÐA

Qiqana M. Nešiã1, Vladimir B. Haxiã1, Nikola M. Kostiã2

1 Poqoprivredni fakultet, Univerzitet u Novom Sadu,
21000 Novi Sad, Trg Dositeja Obradoviãa 8, Srbija i Crna Gora

2 Poqoprivredni fakultet, Univerzitet u Beogradu,
11080 Zemun, Nemawina 6, P. O. Box 127, Srbija i Crna Gora

Rezime

Prisustvo ili odsustvo pojedinih minerala u zemqištu ukazuje na proce-
se koji su doveli do stvarawa odreðenog tipa zemqišta. Suština procesa i na-
åina obrazovawa soloða (osoloðavawe), ni danas nisu dovoqno jasni. Prema
literaturnim podacima proces osoloðavawa odvija se raspadawem mineralnog
dela zemqišta, premeštawem produkata raspadawa i wihovim zadrÿavawem u
iluvijalnom horizontu i obrazovawem sekundarnih glinenih minerala.

Ciq ovog rada je da se na osnovu detaqnog prouåavawa mineraloškog sa-
stava zemqišta, na lokalitetima koja su na pedološkoj karti Vojvodine R =
1:50 000 (N e j g e b a u e r i sar., 1971), oznaåeni kao soloði, jasnije sagleda u
kojoj meri mineraloški sastav, a s tim u vezi i prisutni pedogenetski proce-
si, odgovaraju procesu osoloðavawa opisanom u literaturi.

U profilima ispitivanih zemqišta na podruåju Zapadne Baåke i Juÿnog
Srema, od glinenih minerala dominantan je ilit, ali su ispoqene i speci-
fiåne pojave koje su sa pedogenetiåkog gledišta karakteristiåne za ranije u
literaturi opisivani soloð, tj. veãa zastupqenost kvarca u ukupnom uzorku ze-
mqišta, u površinskim horizontima koja ukazuje na raspadawe i destrukciju
minerala gline, kao i dominacija ilita i kaolinita u frakciji gline u povr-
šinskim horizontima, dok se u Btg horizontu znatno smawuje sadrÿaj kaolini-
ta i vrši iluvijacija vrlo disperznih minerala iz grupe smektita, hlorita i
vermikulita.
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EFFECT OF HUMIDITY ON THE LIFE CYCLE AND
REPRODUCTION OF DERMACENTOR RETICULATUS

(IXODIDAE) IN LABORATORY MICE

ABSTRACT: The reproductive cycle of Dermacentor reticulatus (Ixodidae) is descri-
bed in this paper. Experimental infestation was carried out on immobilized (fixed) RAP mi-
ce and those that could move freely. Dermacentor reticulatus (D. pictus) larvae, nymphs
and adults were obtained from eggs placed in glass test tubes in two variants: dry medium
(T° = 28—30°C, R.H. = 49—51%) and wet medium (T° = 28—31°C, R.H. = 94—95%).

In the mice that were experimentally infested with the eggs incubated in wet medium,
there were more fixed larvae that came off after sucking (8—786 larvae) compared with
0—7 larvae that were observed in the mice that could move freely. At the same time, more
larvae were attached to the immobilized mice (2—786) compared with the number of larvae
observed in the mice that could move freely (0—11). Infestation was not registered in the
experimental animals that could move freely when the larvae were incubated in the dry me-
dium. Experimental infestation with Dermacentor reticulatus failed in the RAP mice. The
infested mice tolerated as much as 786 Dermacentor reticulatus larvae, but they died when
12—30 nymphs were fed on them.

KEY WORDS: Dermacentor reticulatus, reproductive cycle, experimental infestation,
RAP mice, humidity

INTRODUCTION

Dermacentor reticulatus is a three-host tick affecting sheep, horses and,
occasionally, cattle and dogs. Larvae and nymphs feed on rodents and insecti-
vores and adults feed on large mammals (C o s o r o a b º, 1994; G i l o t a,
1974).

Dermacentor reticulatus is widespread in Europe. In Romania, this speci-
es is spread almost in the whole country (C e r n º i a n u, 1957; D o m i n g u -
e z P e n a f i e l, 1999).
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Economic losses caused by Dermacentor reticulatus are multiple. The ini-
tial loss is due to blood sucking, during the biological cycle, at the expense of
host animals. Expenses for tick treatment and control should be added to this.
Dermacentor reticulatus can transmit a series of diseases to humans and ani-
mals (C e r n º i a n u, 1957; C o s o r o a b º, 1994; R o d h a i n and P e r e z,
1985).

Studies concerning the biology and ecology of other Ixodidae species are
numerous (A e s c h l i m a n n, 1967; C i l t o n et al., 2000; C o s b i e and
B o y c e, 1998). However, studies of Dermacentor reticulatus are not many,
especially in Romania. Z a h l e r and G o t h e (1995) examined the effect of
temperature and humidity on Dermacentor reticulatus eggs, larvae, nymphs
and adults. On the basis of these experiments, they concluded that temperature
and humidity affected the hatching, larvae and nymphs molting and longevity,
adult longevity as well as the oviposition of Dermacentor reticulatus females.

The primary objective of this study was to monitor the biological cycle of
ticks (Dermacentor reticulatus) in laboratory mice. Another objective was to
establish the effect of humidity, under relatively stable temperature, on the egg
incubation time and the numbers of Dermacentor reticulatus larvae, nymphs
and adults that attached themselves and fed on the mice.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Engorged females of Dermacentor reticulatus were collected from parasi-
tized horses from S.C. Izvin S.A. stud. Individual females were stored in glass
test tubes in two variants:

a) Metianu test tubes with a 6 cm water column, 2 cotton-wool layers in
contact with water, a 0.5 cm lint layer and an air column above; these were
considered as wet medium due to high humidity.

b) Ordinary glass test tubes. These were considered as dry medium due to
low humidity.

Both types of test tubes were closed with a plug wrapped with lint.
The two mediums, dry and wet, were used to observe the incubation and

molting of satiated larvae and nymphs (Tables 3 and 5).
In all cases, temperature and humidity were measured two times a day, in

the morning and evening, with the help of an electronic thermohygrometer.
RAP mice were used for experimental infestation with Dermacentor reti-

culatus. Infested forms were obtained from dry medium (T° = 28—30°C, R.H.
= 49—51%) and wet medium (T° = 28—31°C, R.H. = 94—95%).

The mice to be infested were either left free-moving in cages (non-immo-
bilized) or were immobilized with small leather straps.

The number of larvae used for infesting the mice ranged between 300
and 1000, the number of nymphs ranged between 50 and 56, and the number
of adults ranged between 7 and 9. The numbers of fixed and satiated larvae,
nymphs and adults taken out from the mice were monitored (Tables 2, 4 and 6).
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RESULTS

Table 1 shows the results concerning Dermacentor reticulatus egg incu-
bation. In laboratory conditions, under almost identical temperature regimens,
the incubation took a longer time when the medium was wet (94—95%).

Table 1. Obtaining Dermacentor reticulatus larvae „in vitro"

Incubating eggs T R.H. Incubating time

Dry medium 29—30°C 50% 13—17 days

Wet medium 30—31°C 94—95% 16—20 days

Legend: T — temperature; R. H. — relative humidity

More larvae raised in the wet medium remained attached to mice as com-
pared with those raised in the dry medium (Table 2). Not a single larva from
the dry medium, at the same dose per mouse (300 larvae), remained attached
to the non-immobilized mice. On the other hand, when the mice were immobi-
lized, 2—7 larvae remained attached and sucked blood.

Table 2. Infestation of RAP mice with Dermacentor reticulatus larvae

Source of
the larvae

Mice
infestation

Larvae per
mouse

Mouse
number

Attached
larvae

Feeding
time

Dry medium

Nonimmobilized 300

1 0

0
2 0

3 0

4 0

Immobilized 300

5 7

6 7

7 2

Wet medium

Non-immobilized
300 8 8

4—5 days
300 9 11

Immobilized
300 10 143 5—6 days

1000 11 786 3—6 days

In the case of the larvae from the wet medium, at the same dose per mo-
use (300 larvae), 8 to 11 of them remained attached to the non-immobilized
mice. Attaching was easier to accomplish with the immobilized mice. At the
same dose per mouse (300 larvae), 143 larvae remained attached. When infes-
tation was carried out with 1000 larvae, 786 of them remained attached and
fed on the mice.

Dermacentor reticulatus larvae incubated at 28—31°C in dry and wet
mediums alike, the molting occurring after 8—10 days. The number of the ob-
tained nymphs is shown in Table 3.
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Table 3. Obtaining Dermacentor reticulatus nymphs „in vitro"

Incubating
larvae

Number of
incubating larvae T R.H. Molting

time
Nymphs obtaind

Nr. %

Wet medium
40 29—30°C 95—96% 9—10 days 22 + 8 75

40 28—30°C 95—96% 9—10 days 23 + 6 72,5

Dry medium 40 29—30°C 49—51% 8—9 days 28 70

Wet medium 250 30—31°C 94—95% 8 days 103 41,2

Dry medium 400 29—30°C 49% 8—9 days 101 25,25

Dermacentor reticulatus nymphs, irrespective of the type of medium in
which they were raised, could not remain attached to the non-immobilized mi-
ce (Table 4). Regarding the rate of attachment on the immobilized mice, the
nymphs from the wet and dry mediums were attached in almost equal num-
bers, 11—28 and 12—30, respectively.

Table 4. Infestation of RAP mice with Dermacentor reticulatus nymphs

Source of
the nymphs

Mice
infestation

Nymphs
per mouse

Mouse
number

Attached
nymphs

Feeding
time Observations

Wet medium Non-
-immobi-

lized

56 1 0 — —

56 2 0 — —

Dry medium
50 3 0 — —

50 4 0 — —

Wet medium

Immobi-
lized

50 5 11 7—8 days —

56 6 28 5 days died on the
5th day p.i.

Dry medium
50 7 12 5—8 days died on the

8th day p.i.

56 8 30 6 days died on the
6th day p.i.

Three out of each four infested mice died.
The nymphs incubated in the wet and dry mediums molted at 28—30°C

and adults were obtained (Table 5). The period of time necessary for molting
varied between 14 and 16 days.

Table 5. Obtaining Dermacentor reticulatus „in vitro"

Incubating
nymphs

Number of
incubated nymphs T R.H. Molting

time
Adult ticks obtaind

Nr %

Dry medium
14

28—30°C 49—50% 14—15
days

14 (10* + 4**) 100

21 20 (14* + 6**) 95,23

Wet medium
14

28—29°C 95—96% 15—16
days

14 (9* + 5**) 100

21 21 (13* + 8**) 100

Legend: * — female, ** — male.
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The percentages of the obtained adults ranged between 95.25 and 100.
The number of females doubled that of males in all cases.

The results of mice infestation with Dermacentor reticulatus are presen-
ted in Table 6. Not a single adult tick remained attached to the immobilized
and non-immobilized mice alike, no mater if raised in the wet or the dry me-
dium.

Table 6. Infestation of RAP mice with Dermacentor reticulatus adults

Source
of the adults

Mice
infestation

Adults
per mouse

Mouse
number

Attached
adults

Wet medium

Non-immobilized

7 1 0

9 2 0

Dry medium
7 3 0

9 4 0

Wet medium

Immobilized

7 5 0

9 6 0

Dry medium
7 7 0

9 8 0

DISCUSSION

Under laboratory conditions, at 28—31°C and variable relative air hu-
midity, the reproduction cycle of Dermacentor reticulatus was successful. Al-
though the incubation of larvae was successful both in the wet medium (R.H.
= 94—95%) and the dry medium (R.H. = 50%), the period of incubation was
shorter in the later case. However, the larvae obtained from the wet medium
proved to be more active and they were more easily attached to mice. Compa-
ring the influence of humidity on the different development phases, it seemed
that increased relative air humidity was more necessary for egg incubation
than for the incubation of larvae and nymphs. This fact was demonstrated by
the higher capacity of the Dermacentor reticulatus larvae raised from eggs
kept in the wet medium to stay attached and feed on the host.

If infestation by larvae succeeded with both non-immobilized and mobili-
zed mice, the infestation by nymphs succeeded only with immobilized mice.
Moreover, the infestation by Dermacentor reticulatus adults did not succeed at
all. These results are partially contradictory to those of Metianu (cited by
C e r n º i a n, 1957) who claimed that the larvae and nymphs were easily at-
tached while adults were more difficult to attach to the host. Perhaps he used
another Ixodidae species or his experiments were performed under different
conditions.

The mice allowed a large number of larvae to feed on their bodies (up to
786) but the number of nymphs was smaller (11—30). Furthermore, the mice
infested by 12—30 nymphs invariably died. No adults were found attached to
mouse skin. These results again partially contradict Metianu's report (cited by
C e r n º i a n, 1957) stating that a mouse allows 200—500 larvae or 100—250
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nymphs or 5—10 adult ticks to feed on it. According to C o s o r o a b º
(2000), however, only the larvae and nymphs feed on rodents while adults at-
tach and feed on large animals.

CONCLUSION

Under the laboratory conditions provided in this study, longer time was
needed to obtain Dermacentor reticulatus larvae from eggs when the relative
air humidity was increased.

The rate of attachment of Dermacentor reticulatus larvae to mice was in-
creased when the larvae were raised under higher relative humidity.

The larger the density of Dermacentor reticulatus larvae in the incubation
medium, the smaller the percentage of nymphs obtained.

Infestation with Dermacentor reticulatus nymphs was successful only
with the immobilized RAP mice.

The RAP mice tolerated the infestation by Dermacentor reticulatus larvae
rather well, but it was not the case with nymphs.

The success of raising Dermacentor reticulatus adults „in vitro" was not
influenced by relative air humidity.

The infestation of RAP mice with Dermacentor reticulatus adults failed
altogether.

A general conclusion was drawn that under the laboratory conditions pro-
vided in this study RAP mice are not suitable hosts for Dermacentor reticula-
tus nymphs and adults.
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UTICAJ VLAŸNOSTI NA REPRODUKTIVNI CIKLUS DERMACENTOR
RETICULATUS (IXODIDAE) KOD LABORATORIJSKIH MIŠEVA

Gh. Darabus,* I. Tibru,* D. Orliã,** I. Cosaroaba,* I. Oprescu*
* Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 119, Calea Aradului 1900 Timisoara, Romania

** Veterinarski nauåni institut „Novi Sad", Rumenaåki put 6,
21000 Novi Sad, Srbija i Crna Gora

Rezime

U radu je opisan uticaj vlaÿnosti na reproduktivni ciklus Dermacentor
retikulatus (ixodidae). Eksperimentalna infestacija je sprovedena na R. A. P. mi-
ševima imobilisanim (fiksirani) i koji su se mogli slobodno kretati po ka-
vezu. Larva Dermacentor reticulatus (D. pictus), åaure i odrasle su dobijene od jaja
koja se postavqaju u staklene epruvete u dve razliåite sredine: u suvi medijum
(T° = 28—30°C R. H. = 49—51%) i u vlaÿni medijum (T° = 28—31°C; R. H. =
94—96%).

Kod miševa koji su eksperimentalno zaraÿeni jajima inkubiranim u vla-
ÿnom medijumu evidentirano je više larvi koje su bile fiksirane, koje su se
nakon sisawa odlepile (8—786 larvi), u poreðewu sa 0—7 larvi koje su eviden-
tirane kada su jaja inkubirana u suvim uslovima. Istovremeno više larvi regi-
strovano je na imobilisanim miševima (2—786 larvi) u poreðewu sa brojem
larvi koje su evidentirane kod miševa koji su imali slobodu kretawa (0—11
larvi). Infestacija nije zabeleÿena kod slobodno drÿanih eksperimentalnih
ÿivotiwa kada su larve inkubirane u suvom medijumu. Infestacija larvama
uspela je samo kod imobilizovanih miševa, gotovo u jednakom odnosu, bez obzi-
ra na medijum, suvi ili vlaÿni. Eksperimentalna infestacija Dermacentor reti-
culatus sa odraslim larvama nije registrovana kod R. A. P. miševa. Zaraÿeni
miševi su preÿivqavali infestaciju i do 786 larvi Dermacentor reticulatus,
meðutim miševi zaraÿeni sa 12—30 nimfi su uginuli.

101


	pri10-1
	pri10-2
	pri10-3

