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EDITORIAL POLICY 

 

Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History publishes original, previously unpublished 

papers, classified into following categories: original scientific paper, review scientific paper, 

scientific critique and polemic, scientific bibliography. Apart from that, it publishes contributions 

such as reviews and reports from scientific life. In the Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History 

there are papers from the field of history, auxiliary sciences of history and cognate humanity and 

social disciplines.  

The papers can be written in Serbian and cognate languages, in English, Russian, German 

and French. Papers done in Serbian language are written in Cyrillic alphabet.  

Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History is published twice a year.  

Publishing in Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History is not charged nor are the papers 

or reviews paid for.  

Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History is available in the open access regime on the 

magazine website: [http://www.maticasrpska.org.rs/category/katalog-izdanja/naucni-casopisi/zbornik-

matice-srpske-za-istoriju/]. 

 

The obligations of the magazine’s Editor-in-chief 

 

 Editor-in-chief of the Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History makes a final decision 

regarding the handwritings that are going to be published. While making this decision, the editor-

in-chief is lead by the editorial policy considering legal acts which refer to defamation, piracy 

and plagiarism.  

 Editor-in-chief can not have any sort of conflict of interests regarding the submitted 

handwriting. If such conflict does exist, the Editorial Board decides on the election of the 

referees and the fate of the handwriting. Taking into consideration that the authors’ and referees’ 

identities are unknown to the other side, the Editor-in-chief is obliged to ensure this anonymity.  

Editor-in-chief is obliged to value the paper on the basis of its content, without racial, 

sex/gender, religious, ethnic or political prejudices.  

Board members are not allowed to use material from the submitted papers for their own 

research without the author’s permission.  
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The authors’ obligations 

 The authors guarantee that the handwriting represents their own original contribution, that it was 

not published earlier and is not being considered for publishing elsewhere. Authors guarantee as well that, 

after publishing in the Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History, the handwriting will not be 

published in any other publication and in any other language without the authorization of the 

copyright owner.  

 Authors guarantee that the rights of the third people will not be disturbed nor will the 

publisher bear the consequences if any requests for amends should appear.  

 The authors bear full responsibility for the content of the submitted handwritings and the 

validity of the results and they have to provide permissions for data publishing from all the sides 

included in the research.  

 The authors who want to include pictures or parts of the text already published elsewhere 

are obliged to provide consent of the copyright owners and the proof of the obtained consent 

while submitting the handwriting. The material that has not been proven in this manner will be 

considered author’s original work.  

  The authors guarantee that the names given as authors are only persons who contributed 

significantly in the paper writing.  

  The authors need to respect the ethical standards regarding the scientific-research work. 

They guarantee that the paper is not a plagiarism. They guarantee that the work does not contain 

baseless and illegitimate claims and does not disturb someone else’s rights.  

 In case the authors discover a major mistake in their paper after its publishing, they are 

obliged to notify the editor or the publisher immediately and co-operate with them in order to 

withdraw the paper, correct it or indicate the mistake by any means.  

 

 

   Paper review 

  

 The submitted papers undergo review. The aim of the review is to help the editor-in-chief and 

the editorial board to make a decision whether a certain paper should be accepted or rejected and enhance 

the writing quality through the communication process with the authors. All the submitted papers undergo 

a procedure of anonymous review done by two competent reviewers appointed by the editorship. The 

reviewers are not acquainted with the authors’ names and vice versa. In order for the paper to be 
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published, both reviews need to be positive. The reviewer is due to complete the review within three 

weeks. The authors who receive conditionally positive reviews are obliged to respect the reviewers’ 

remarks or, if not, withdraw the paper from the editorship. The deadline for the correction of the paper is 

15 days, effective from the day the review is sent to the author. In case of co-autorship, the 

correspondence will be directed to the first author, the one who is responsible for the communication with 

other authors.  

 The choice of the reviewers is a discretion right of the editor and the editorship. The reviewers 

need to possess relevant knowledge in the field the paper deals with and they can not be the authors that 

have recently published papers (as co-authors) along with any of the authors of the submitted papers. 

 If the reviewers consider themselves incompetent for the topic or the field the handwriting 

deals with, they need to notify the editor-in-chief. 

 A review has to be objective. The reviewers’ judgment has to be clear, with good arguments. 

 A handwriting sent to a reviewer is considered a confidential document.  

 The editor-in-chief sends the handwriting to certain reviewers. The review form contains a set 

of questions that have to be answered, thus indicating to the reviewers which aspects should be 

encompassed in order to make a decision on the fate of the handwriting submitted for the evaluation. In 

the final section of the review, the reviewers need to give their observations and suggestions for the 

improvement of the submitted handwriting. The review sheet is sent to the reviewer by the secretary of 

the editorship of the Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History. In case the refusal of the paper is 

suggested, the explanation has to be detailed. 

 During the whole process, the reviewers act independently from one another. The 

identity of the second reviewer remains unknown to the first one and vice versa. 

 The editorship is obliged to provide a solid control over the review quality. In case the 

authors have serious and well based objections on the account of the review, the editorship will 

reconsider whether the review is objective and whether it satisfies the academic standards. 

Should any doubt arise regarding the objectiveness or the quality of the review, the editor will 

seek other reviewers’ opinion. 

 The reviewers are familiar with the fact that the handwritings sent to them for the 

review are the authors’ intellectual property and thus can not be appropriated or shown in public.  

 

Plagiarism 

 Plagiarism, or taking over of someone else’s ideas, words or other forms of creative expression 

and presenting them as one’s own, represents a crude violation of scientific ethics. Plagiarism can also 

include a disturbance of copyrights, which is illegal.  
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 A plagiarism includes the following: 

• a ‘letter for letter’ or almost ‘letter for letter’ assumption or deliberate 

paraphrasing (with the aim of covering the plagiarism) of parts of the text by other authors 

without a clear indication of the source or marking the copied fragments (for instance, by using 

quotation marks);  

• copying of equations, pictures or tables from other people’s works without correct 

citation of the source and/or without the permission of the author or copyright owner. 

 

 We warn the authors that each handwriting gets checked for plagiarism or auto 

plagiarism. 

The handwritings with clear indications of plagiarism will be automatically rejected.  

If it is ascertained that the paper published in the Proceedings of Matica Srpska for 

History is a plagiat, the authors will be demanded to write an apologizing note to the authors of 

the original paper and the further colaboration with the authors of the plagiat will be terminated.  

 

 

The retraction of the already published papers 

 The published handwritings will be available as long as possible in the form they were 

published, without any changes. Sometimes, however, it can occur that the published paper has 

to be retracted. The main reason for the retraction is the need to correct a mistake with aim of 

preserving the scientific integrity, not the desire to punish the authors.  

 The article has to be retracted in case of: disturbing the publisher's, copyright owner's or 

author's rights; disturbing professional ethical codexes, i.e. submitting the same handwriting to 

several magazines at the same time, a false claim on the autorship, plagiarism, manipulating data 

for fraud and so on. In some cases, a paper can be retracted in order to correct subsequently 

discerned mistakes in the handwriting or in the published paper.  

Standards for the resolving of such situations when retraction occurs are defined by 

libraries and scientific bodies, and the same practice is accepted by the Proceedings of Matica 

Srpska for History: in the electronic version of the source article (the one that is retracted) a 

connection is established (HTML link) with the notification on the retraction. The retracted 

article is kept in the source form, but with the watermark on PDF document, on each page, which 

indicates that the article is retracted (RETRACTED). 
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Open access 

Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History is available in the open access regime. Articles 

published in the magazine can be downloaded for free from the magazine’s site and used in 

accordance with the license Creative Commons Autorship-Non-commercial-No revising 3.0 

Serbia (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/rs/) 

Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History does not charge APC (Article Processing 

Charge).               

     Auto-archiving 

  

 

 The magazine enables the authors to deposit the accepted, reviewed version of the 

handwriting,  as well as the final, published version  in PDF format in an institutional repository 

and/or non-commercial database. Furthermore, the authors are allowed to publish the paper on 

personal websites (including the profiles on social networks for scientists, such as ResearchGate, 

Academia.edu etc) and/or on the website of the institution they are engaged at, in accordance 

with the clauses of the license Creative Commons Autorship-Non-commercial-No revising 3.0 

Serbia (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/rs/), any time after publishing in the 

magazine. There has to be a mentioning of the publisher, as the copyright owner, and the source 

of the handwriting, as well as the digital object identifier – DOI of the article published in form 

of a HTML link.  

COPYRIGHTS 

Once the handwriting is accepted for publishing, the authors transfer the copyrights to the 

publisher. In case the handwriting is not accepted for printing in the magazine, authors preserve all rights.  

 

The rights on the handwriting, including aditional materials and all the parts, extracts or 

elements of the handwriting, transferred to the publisher are as follows: 

• a right to print trial samples, reprint or special editions of the handwriting; 

• a right to translate the handwriting to other languages; 

• a right to reproduce the handwriting using photo-mechanic or similar utensils, 

including but not restricting to photo-copying, and a right to distribute these copies; 

• a right to reproduce and distribute the handwriting electronically or optically 

using all the data carriers or storage media, especially in mechanically readable/digitalized form 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/rs/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/rs/
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on data carriers such as hard disc, CD-ROM, DVD, Blu-ray Disc (BD), mini disc, data tapes, and 

a right to reproduce and distribute the handwriting from the mentioned data conveyors. 

• a right to preserve the handwriting in database, including online database, as well 

as the right to transfer the handwriting in all technical systems and regimes; 

• a right to render the handwriting available to public or to closed groups of users 

on basis of individual requests for use on monitors or other readers (including e-books readers), 

and in printed form for users on Internet, online services, internal or external networks. 

 

We kindly ask the authors to take a look and fill in the Author’s statement and the 

Contract on the transfer of copyrights. 

         

 The editorship of the Proceedings of Matica Srpska for History  

 


