
EDITORIAL POLICY 

 

MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES is dedicated to publishing original 

scientific papers presenting new results in fundamental and applied research, review articles, as well as 

brief communications in different scientific fields as indicated by the title of the journal. Review articles 

are published only when solicited by the editorial board of the journal. Manuscripts that have already 

been published either fully or partially, or have been submitted for publication to some other journal 

will not be accepted. The journal is issued twice a year. 

The manuscripts should be written in correct English language in terms of grammar and style. The 

manuscripts should be submitted electronically as a separate file to vnikolic@maticasrpska.org.rs and 

also enclosed with the written consent of the authors for publication of the manuscript. 

Upon receipt of the manuscript, the authors will receive a manuscript ID, which has to be referred to in 

any further correspondence. The authors will be notified of the manuscript reception within seven days, 

and about the reviewers’ opinion within two months after submission. All submitted manuscripts are 

reviewed and proofread. 

MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES is an Open Access journal. 

Manuscripts should be submitted to the Journal in English, with an abstract also in Serbian language. 

MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES is available in full-text at the Matica 

Srpska web site www.maticasrpska.org.rs and in the following databases: Serbian Citation Index, 

EBSCO Academic Search Complete, abstract level at Agris (FAO), CAB Abstracts, CABI Full-Text, 

Thomson Reuters Master Journal List and DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals). 

Editorial responsibilities 

The Editor-in-Chief and members of the Editorial Board are responsible for deciding which articles 

submitted to MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES will be published. The 

Editor-in-Chief and the Editorial Board are guided by the Editorial Policy and constrained by legal 

requirements in force regarding libel, copyright infringement and plagiarism. 

The Editor-in-Chief reserves the right to decide not to publish submitted manuscripts in case it is found 

that they do not meet relevant standards concerning the content and formal aspects. The Editorial Staff 

will inform the authors whether the manuscript is accepted for publication within two weeks after 

receiving from authors the manuscript revised according to reviewers’ comments.  

The Editor-in-Chief and members of the Editorial Board must hold no conflict of interest with regard to 

the articles they consider for publication. If an Editor feels that there is likely to be a perception of a 

conflict of interest in relation to their handling of a submission, the selection of reviewers and all 

decisions on the paper shall be made by the Edittor-in-Chief. 

The Editor-in-Chief and members of Editorial Board shall evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual 

content free from any racial, gender, sexual, religious, ethnic, or political bias. 



The Editor-in-Chief and the Editorial Staff must not use the unpublished information disclosed in 

submitted manuscripts without the explicit written consent of the authors. The information and ideas 

presented in submitted manuscripts shall be kept confidential and must not be used for personal gain. 

The Editor-in-Chief and members of the Editorial Board shall take all reasonable measures to ensure 

that the reviewers remain anonymous to the authors before, during and after the evaluation process. 

Author's responsibilities 

Authors warrant that their manuscript is their original work, that it has not been published before, and is 

not under consideration for publication elsewhere. Parallel submission of the same paper to another 

journal constitutes a misconduct, and eliminates the manuscript from consideration by MATICA 

SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES. 

The Authors also warrant that the manuscript is not and will not be published elsewhere (after the 

publication in MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES) in any language without 

the consent of the Editorial Board. 

In case that a submitted manuscript is a result of a research project, or its previous version has been 

presented at a conference in the form of an oral presentation (under the same or similar title), detailed 

information about the project, the conference, etc. shall be provided in Acknowledgements. A paper that 

has already been published in another journal cannot be reprinted in MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL 

FOR NATURAL SCIENCES. 

It is the responsibility of each author to ensure that manuscripts submitted to MATICA SRPSKA 

JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES are written according to ethical standards. Authors affirm that 

the manuscript contains no unfounded or unlawful statements and does not violate the rights of third 

parties. The Publisher will not be held legally responsible should there be any claims for compensation. 

Reporting standards 

A submitted manuscript should contain sufficient details and references to permit reviewers and, 

subsequently, readers to verify the claims presented in it. The deliberate presentation of false claims is a 

violation of ethical standards. Book reviews and technical papers should be accurate and they should 

present an objective perspective. 

Authors are exclusively responsible for the contents of their submissions and must make sure that they 

have permission from all involved parties to make the data public. 

Authors wishing to include figures, tables or other materials that have already been published elsewhere 

are required to refer to the reference used, or to have permission from the copyright holder(s). Any 

material received without such evidence will be assumed to originate from the authors. 

Authorship 

Authors must make sure that only contributors who have significantly contributed to the submission are 

listed as authors and, conversely, that all contributors who have significantly contributed to the 

submission are listed as authors. If persons other than authors were involved in important aspects of the 



research project and the preparation of the manuscript, their contribution should be acknowledged in a 

footnote or the Acknowledgments section.  

Acknowledgment of sources 

Authors are required to properly cite sources that have significantly influenced their research and their 

manuscript. Information received in a private conversation or correspondence with third parties, in 

reviewing project applications, manuscripts and similar materials must not be used without the explicit 

written consent of the information source. 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism, where someone assumes another's ideas, words, or other creative expression as one's own, is 

a clear violation of scientific ethics. Plagiarism may also involve a violation of copyright law, 

punishable by legal action. 

Plagiarism includes the following: 

· Word for word, or almost word for word copying, or purposely paraphrasing portions of another 

author's work without clearly indicating the source or marking the copied fragment (for example, using 

quotation marks); 

· Copying equations, figures or tables from someone else's paper without properly citing the source 

and/or without permission from the original author or the copyright holder.  

Please note that all submissions are thoroughly checked for plagiarism. 

Any paper which shows obvious signs of plagiarism will be automatically rejected and those authors 

will not be permitted to submit papers to MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES 

for three years. 

In case plagiarism is discovered in a paper that has already been published in the journal, it will be 

retracted in accordance with the procedure described below under Retraction policy, and authors will 

not be permitted to submit papers to MATICA SRPSKA JOURNAL FOR NATURAL SCIENCES for 

three years. 
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