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Matica Srpska Journal of Fine Arts 

 

Editorial policy 

 

Matica Srpska Journal of Fine Arts is a scientific journal that publishes works from the Serbian 

and European history of art and visual culture. It covers the period from the early Middle Ages to 

the modern era, and is also open to interdisciplinary and theoretical texts from the field of visual 

arts. The journal has been published since 1965, with an interruption from 1995 to 2002 caused by 

wars and international sanctions towards the former Yugoslavia. Since 2003, the journal has been 

published regularly once a year. 

 

The journal is published by Matica Srpska in Novi Sad and publishes exclusively original and peer-

reviewed scientific works that have not been previously published. Articles written in Serbian (in 

Cyrillic and Latin scripts) and English are accepted. The journal consists of two sections: the first 

section publishes scientific articles, discussions and contributions  and the second section publishes 

book reviews. 

 

The journal is an Open Access journal, and the digital version of the issue is available on the 

website of Matica Srpska, as well as in the Digital Repository of the National Library of Serbia.  

Manuscripts are prepared according to the Instructions for Authors and sent to the journal 

secretary. 

 

Editorial Board Responsibility 

The Editorial Board of the journal, headed by the Editor-in-Chief, reviews the submitted papers 

and makes a decision on which manuscripts will be initially accepted and sent for review. The 

manuscript review process involves two double-anonymous reviews. The Editorial Board takes all 

reasonable measures to ensure that the manuscript review procedure is fully followed. Manuscript 

reviews should be accurate and provide an objective view of the results achieved. The reviewer is 

obliged to send the review to the Editorial Board no later than 30 days after receipt of the 

manuscript. 

The Editor-in-Chief implements and supervises this process, and ultimately makes a decision on 

which of the positively evaluated manuscripts will be published. In his editorial work, the Editor 

is guided by valid public acts regarding defamation, copyright infringement and plagiarism. The 

Editorial Board reserves the right not to publish a submitted manuscript if it is determined that it 

does not meet the standards prescribed by the publisher and the Editorial Board of the journal. The 

Editor-in-Chief will notify the author within a reasonable period of time (not exceeding 6 months) 

whether the manuscript has been accepted for publication. 

The Editorial Board will avoid conflicts of interest in reviewing and accepting articles for 

publication. In the event of a conflict of interest, such members of the Editorial Board will 

withdraw from the selection of reviewers and abstain from all decisions that the Editorial Board 

makes regarding that manuscript. 
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The Editorial Board will receive and evaluate manuscripts objectively and impartially, without any 

racial, ethnic, gender, religious, sexual or political prejudice. 

Manuscripts received that are not accepted for publication are considered confidential material and 

the intellectual property of the author. They will be stored in the database of Matica Srpska and no 

one will have access to them without the written consent of the author. This will be taken care of 

by the members of the Editorial Board and the secretary of the journal. 

 

The editorial office receives manuscripts no later than February 1st  for the issue coming out by the 

end of that year. After collecting the manuscripts, an Editorial Board meeting is held at which 

reviewers are selected and the preparation process for publishing the new issue of the Matica Srpska 

Journal of Fine Arts begins. 

 

Author's Responsibility 

 

The author's obligation is to submit an original manuscript that has not been previously published and 

is not in the process of being published in another journal. Failure to comply with this obligation will 

be considered a violation of the journal's rules and such a manuscript will not be considered for 

publication. In the event that the submitted manuscript is the result of work on a scientific research 

project or has previously been presented orally at a conference, all relevant information about this will 

be listed in the first footnote. A paper that has been published in another journal cannot be reprinted 

in the Matica Srpska Journal of Fine Arts. 

 

It is the responsibility of each author to ensure that the submitted papers are written in accordance with 

ethical standards. The author must ensure that all those who participated in the creation of the 

manuscript are listed as co-authors, and that their copyright is acknowledged. If other persons were 

involved in the preparation and writing of the manuscript, their contribution should be acknowledged 

in a footnote or Acknowledgements section. 

 

By submitting the manuscript, the author confirms that the article does not contain unfounded or illegal 

statements and does not violate the rights of third parties. Intentional false statements constitute a 

violation of ethical standards, which entails a ban on the author from publishing in the Journal, a 

decision on which will be made by the members of the Editorial Board. 

 

When an author discovers a fundamental error or inaccuracy in his published work, it is his obligation 

to immediately inform the Editor of the journal or publisher and cooperate with the Editor in retracting 

or correcting the work. 

 

The author is solely responsible for the content of his article and must ensure that he has the permission 

of all parties involved to publish the data. Authors wishing to include images, tables or other materials 

must obtain permission from the copyright holder and cite the source. Any material received without 

such proof is presumed to originate from the author. 

 

The publisher will not be held legally liable in the event of any claims for compensation. 

By submitting a manuscript, authors agree to adhere to the editorial policy of the Matica Srpska 

Journal of Fine Arts. 
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Citing, Quoting, and Plagiarism 

 

The author is required to properly cite sources that have significantly influenced his or her research 

and manuscript. Information obtained in a private conversation or correspondence with a third party 

may not be used without the express written consent of the source of the information. 

 

Plagiarism, where someone misappropriates another person’s intellectual work, ideas, or work, is a 

violation of scientific ethics. Plagiarism may also involve violating copyright law, punishable by legal 

action. Plagiarism includes the following: 

 

1) Word-for-word, or nearly word-for-word, copying or intentionally paraphrasing parts of another 

author’s work without clearly citing the source or identifying the copied fragment; 

 

2) Copying equations, figures, or tables from someone else’s paper without properly citing the source 

and/or without permission from the original author or copyright holder. 

Any paper showing obvious signs of plagiarism will be automatically rejected. 

In the event that plagiarism is discovered in a paper already published by the journal, it will be retracted 

in accordance with the procedure described under the Retraction Policy. 

 

 

Conflict of interest 

 

The author is obliged to indicate in the paper any financial or any other conflict of interest that could 

affect the presented results and interpretations. 

 

Responsibility of the reviewer 

 

Reviewers are obliged to provide timely written, competent and impartial feedback on the scientific 

merits and scientific value of the manuscript. The reviewer evaluates the manuscript in accordance 

with the profile of the journal, the scientific relevance of the topic and the presented information, the 

applied methods, originality, presentation style and scientific apparatus. 

 

The reviewer's obligation is to alert the Editor to any reasonable suspicions or knowledge of possible 

violations of ethical standards by the author. The reviewer should identify relevant published works 

that the author has not cited in the manuscript, and to point out similarities between the reviewed 

manuscript and a previously published manuscript. The reviewer is also obliged to warn the Editor 

about the parallel submission of the same paper to another journal, if he/she has such knowledge. The 

reviewer must not have a conflict of interest regarding the research, the author or the source of research 

funding. If such a conflict exists, the reviewer must report it to the Editor without delay and withdraw 

from the position of reviewer. 

 

Manuscript review is on a voluntary basis, so the proposed reviewer has the right to withdraw from 

reviewing a manuscript if he/she finds that he/she will not be able to conscientiously perform the job 

(for example, if he/she determines that the work is beyond his/her competence). In such a case, he/she 

is obliged to inform the Editor in writing about the withdrawal from reviewing, and the Editor, in 

agreement with the members of the Editorial Board, will propose a new reviewer. Each manuscript 
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received for review must be treated as a confidential document. The reviewer may not use the data, 

new knowledge or any other elements published in the manuscript for personal gain and without the 

express written consent of the author. Reviews must be objective, impartial and reasoned. Any 

personal criticism of the author is inappropriate and the reviewer should refrain from it. 

 

 

Manuscript Review Procedure 

 

Each manuscript undergoes a review procedure before being published in the Matica Srpska Journal of 

Fine Arts. The purpose of the review is to assist the Editorial Board in making decisions regarding 

submitted manuscripts, as well as to contribute to maintaining the high quality of the journal. The 

review process is also useful for the author because the editor informs the author in an appropriate 

form about the reviewer's suggestions and criticisms, which allows the author to improve the quality 

of his or her work. 

 

The journal uses double-anonymous review, which means that the identity of the reviewer is hidden 

from the author, and vice versa. Each submitted manuscript is reviewed by two reviewers, who remain 

unknown to each other throughout the process. The Editorial Board decides on the selection of 

reviewers, but the identity of the author is known only to the Editorial Board until the end of the review 

procedure. The reviewers must be familiar with the subject of the manuscript, and then the Editor 

sends the submitted papers to two experts in this field. A review form is sent with the manuscript, 

which serves as an aid for the reviewers in order to have a more comprehensive approach to the 

manuscript. In the last part of the evaluation form, the reviewers must include observations and 

suggestions aimed at improving the submitted manuscript; they are sent to the authors, without the 

names of the reviewers. If the opinions of the two reviewers on the manuscript differ significantly or 

are contradictory, or when there is doubt about the objectivity of the reviews or the quality of the 

review, the Editor may engage a third reviewer or make an independent decision on the manuscript. 

During the review process, the Editor may request the author to provide additional information, if 

he/she considers it necessary to assess the scientific value of the manuscript. These materials are kept 

confidential and may not be used for personal gain. 

 

 

Procedures for dealing with unethical behavior 

 

Anyone who has any knowledge of unethical behavior in connection with the Matica Srpska Journal 

of Fine Arts may notify the Editorial Board. It is necessary to provide basic information about the 

misconduct or to express a justified suspicion, after which the Editor, in cooperation with other 

members of the Editorial Board, will investigate the case and take appropriate steps. During the 

investigation, the entire case will be conducted with the utmost discretion, and the data obtained will 

be treated as strictly confidential. Until the investigation is completed, only those directly involved in 

the process will have access to the process and the information collected. The person accused of a 

violation will always have the opportunity to respond to all allegations made. At the end of the 

investigation, the Editorial Board may conclude that unethical behavior has or has not occurred. If it 

is determined that a violation has occurred, it will be assessed as minor or major. 
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Dispute Resolution 

 

In the case of a minor violation, the case will be resolved in direct communication with the violator, 

without the involvement of a third party. This includes a letter of warning to the author or reviewer, 

and appropriate communication that should prevent the repetition of such a violation. 

In the case of a major violation, the Editor, in consultation with the Editorial Board, should make a 

decision regarding the manner of resolving the problem. The following outcomes are possible (they 

can be used separately or together): publication of an official statement or editorial describing the 

violations; notification of the author (or reviewer), head of department or employer of any violation 

by official letter; official withdrawal of publications from the journal in accordance with the 

Withdrawal Policy (see below); prohibition of the violator from publishing in the Journal for a 

specified period; or, in the most serious cases, referring the case to a professional organization or legal 

authority for further investigation and action. 

When resolving disputed situations, the Journal's editorial board is guided by the guidelines and 

recommendations of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE): 

http://publicationethics.org/resources/ . 

 

 

Retraction Policy 

 

The Editorial Board is obliged to withdraw an article from the publication process in case it determines 

any violation of the rights of the publisher, author or copyright holder. Also, in case of violation of 

professional ethical codes regarding authorship, plagiarism, or any other major violation, the Editorial 

Board will withdraw the manuscript from the publication procedure. If it is an already published 

article, the Editorial Board will place a watermark – “RETRACTED” on each page in the digital 

version of the article (in PDF). 

 

In case of a minor violation, the Editorial Board may temporarily withdraw the article from the 

publication procedure, until the author corrects the errors that led to it. The Editorial Board’s intention 

in any case is not to punish the author, but to maintain the quality of the journal and preserve the 

integrity of science. 

 

 

Open Access Policy 

 

Matica Srpska Journal of Fine Arts is an Open Access Journal. All articles can be freely downloaded 

and used under the Creative Commons – CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license (Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en). 

The journal does not charge any fees for manuscript submission, review, and publication. 

 

 

Self-Archiving Policy 

 

Matica Srpska Journal of Fine Arts is publicly available on the official website of the Matica Srpska 

(https://www.maticasrpska.org.rs). The journal's policy also allows authors to deposit an electronic 

version of their article in PDF format, both in institutional publicly available databases and in non-

commercial repositories or on a personal website (including social networks, such as ResearchGate or 

http://publicationethics.org/resources/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en
https://www.maticasrpska.org.rs/
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Academia.edu). In such cases, it is mandatory to provide full bibliographic information: author's name, 

article title, journal title, issue, pagination, and the article's DOI. 

 

 

Copyright 

 

The authors retain copyright to the published article and have the right to use it in ways permitted to 

third parties under the Creative Commons – Attribution 4.0 International license (CC BY). 

 

The following rights to the manuscript, including additional materials, and all parts, extracts or 

elements of the manuscript are transferred to the publisher: 

1) the right to reproduce and distribute the manuscript in printed form, including printing on demand; 

2) the right to print proofs, reprints and special editions of the manuscript; 

3) the right to reproduce the manuscript using photo-mechanical or similar means, including, but not 

limited to, photocopying, and the right to distribute these copies; 

4) the right to reproduce and distribute the manuscript electronically or optically using any data carrier 

or storage media, and in particular in machine-readable/digitized form on data carriers, and the right 

to reproduce and distribute the manuscript from such data carriers; 

5) the right to preserve the manuscript in databases, including online databases and digital repositories, 

as well as the right to transmit the manuscript in all technical systems and modes; 

6) the right to make the manuscript available to the public or to closed groups of users on the basis of 

individual requests for use on a monitor or other readers (including e-book readers), and in printed 

form for users, either via the Internet, online services, or via internal or external networks. 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The views expressed in the published works do not express the views of the Editor and the Editorial 

Board. The authors have full legal and moral responsibility for the ideas expressed in the articles. The 

Publisher bears no responsibility in the event of any claims for damages. The Publisher will not be 

legally liable in the event of any claims for compensation.


